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The Crowmarsh News is-a self-funded publica-
tion, and we regret that we are unable to
accept unpaid advertising, even from local
businesses and societies. :

We welcome material for inclusion but do not
necessarily endorse the views of ¢ontributors.
We reserve the right to refuse material or to
shorten contributions as may be appropriate.
Editorial decisions are final. .

December 2016

ADVERTISING RATES

The Crowmarsh News is currently distributed
to over 700 households in Crowmarsh Gifford,
North Stoke and Mongewell.

Our rates for a one-eighth page
display advertisement (nominal 9cm wide Xx
7cm tall) are:

1 month — £7.50
3 months — £21.00
6 months — £39.00

Leaflet distribution

For a single sheet loose insert in the
Crowmarsh News (size up to A4), our current
rate is £25.00 for a single month. Advertisers

must supply their own inserts (740 copies,
please).

Cheques should be made payable to
Crowmarsh News Association.

The Crowmarsh News Team

The Crowmarsh News is run by the
Crowmarsh News Association, a group of
local:volunteers. '

Editorial and Layout: James and Toni Taylor

Editorial support: John Griffin, Amanda Maher,
Edwina Johnson

What's On listings: Julian Park
Advertising: Pat Shields

Distribution: Frank Sadler and Team

Next month’s issue

All new advertisements and all copy for the
January issue of Crowmarsh News must reach
us before our 20th December deadline.

For all items of news, articles or correspon-
dence, please e-maill

crowmarsh.editor@gmail.com
or deliver to the Editor at 57 The Street.
For all advertising, please contact
crowmarshadvertisers@gmail.com

or deliver to The Old School, Benson Lane.




Is your garden
Wg;kingg%f)r you?

Whether you want to transform your
garden or just make it more manageable,
GreenArt can help. We've designed, built
and improved hundreds of gardens for
over 20 years. We offer a professional
service and take pride in our work.

Call: 01491 280447/07901 977230

email: info@greenart.uk.com

www.greenart.uk.com

Electrical &
Mechanical

GA

T 01491 520787
E info@gaelectrical.co.uk
W www.gaelectrical.co.uk

A caring family owned and managed Funeral Service

» Dedicated Private Chapel of Rest «

¢ Golden Charter Pre Paid Funeral Plans ¢

» Specialists in Memorial Stones and Designs «

33 Benson Lane, Crowmarsh,
Wallingford OX10 8ED
Tel: 01491 825222
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Quality Shoe Repairs
Contact GARY
’%‘6 21 St. Mary’s Street Wallingford. 9006 -
N

o ¥
%, Telephone (01491) 825224 «s,,\»gga

Galliford

Mini Digger with Operator
i Block. Paving
Driveways

‘ Patios
Fencing

Drop Kerbs
Groundwork

Patricia Newman Practice

CHARTERED BUILDING SURVEYORS

2D & 3D colour plans
of your project for
Planning, Building
Regulations & Project
Management

Call for a no obligation fee
quote

Party Wall Surveyors
Planning Appeals
Surveys

G\Q 9 St. Mary’s Street, Wallingford 01491 833373
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CROWMARSH
TYRE
BALANCING, TRACKING

& PUNCTURES. LARGE
STOCKS OF LEADING

BATTERIES,
COMPREHENSIVE

e STOCK FOR BRITISH, ;5
AND b
EXHAUST CENTRE EUROPEAN CARS 2¢

24 MONTHS
UNLIMITED
MILEAGE
GUARANTEE

01491 834088

BEADLE ESTATE, HITHERCROFT ROAD,

>
WALLINGFORD, OXON. OX10 9GW :3
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Update on the 134 bus

GoRide CIC (Community Interest Company)
carried on running the 134 Goring-Wallingford
bus service through North and South Stoke
when the County Council withdrew its subsidy
earlier this year. Thanks to the timely
intervention of Mike Ward, a Goring resident,
GoRide have agreed to continue the service
until the end of January 2017.

This will give Mike Ward time to set up his own
CIC to take over the service from 1st February.
Mike plans to take over one or two of the
current minibuses. Go Ride's main driver has
also agreed to stay on, so we hope that the
current timetable will continue. We will keep
you informed when we have more news.

Planning applications

Two (probably three) major planning applica-
tions have been submitted around Crowmarsh
Gifford. They will be considered at the Parish
Council meeting on Thursday 8th December.

A special meeting will be held at Crowmarsh
Gifford School, Old Reading Road, on
Thursday 1st December from 7pm to receive
presentations from each of the developers.
This will not be a meeting for discussion,
debate or decision, so members of the public
are welcome to attend to hear more detail
about the proposals but it is not the occasion
for supporters or objectors to speak.

The discussion and the opportunity for public
speaking will come at the Parish Council
meeting on Thursday 8th December, when
members of the public may be invited to make
comments in the usual way when planning
comes up on the agenda.

There will be a presentation on the proposed
Bloor development off Benson Lane at 7pm;
we have invited Lightwood Strategic, who want
to develop land south of the school, to present
at 7.30pm; if the application for the Newnham
Manor development has been submitted, we
will invite them to make a presentation at 8pm.

Pictures, logos and display ads for
the Crowmarsh News...
...are best in .jpg or .pdf format.

ofe Scout

SCOULS christmas
be prepared « + « Post 2016

1st Crowmarsh Scout Group are delighted to,
once again, work with other local Scout
Groups to provide a special Scout Christmas
Post between 1st and 19th December. Only -
25p per card! s

To use our delivery service all you have to do
is check your card is going to our delivery area
and, if it is, just pop your card, along with 25p
per card, into one of our special postboxes.
Local Scouts will ensure delivery before
Christmas and all proceeds will help local
young people in Scouting.

Crowmarsh Scout Postboxes are located at:
. Crowmarsh Village Store

. Crowmarsh Gifford School

. CEH Office, Crowmarsh Gifford

. North Stoke Village Hall

. South Stoke Village Store

Delivery Area:

Benson, Berrick Salome, Cholsey,
Crowmarsh, Ewelme, North Stoke, Preston
Crowmarsh, Roke, Rokemarsh, South Stoke,
Shillingford, Warborough, Wallingford and
Winterbrook.

Please only put cards in the box to be
delivered to the areas listed!

Homeworkers’ Christmas
Lunch

Do you live in Crowmarsh Gifford and work
from home? Does your diary lack a ‘Christmas
works do’ to go to? Would you like to get in the
festive mood and join a small band of
Crowmarsh homeworkers for a Christmas
lunch at one of our local hostelries?

If you are intrigued and feel you need more
information, ask Amanda (amanda@spiritsoft-
ware.co.uk) or Edwina (edwina.johnson@ntl-
world.com). Pulling Christmas crackers is
required; however wearing the hat is optional!



Crowmarsh Gifford School

We can't believe Christmas has arrived so
quickly. It always does fly around the corner
sooner than we can imagine.

These past few weeks we have had David
Bowers in working with every child in school to
create mosaics of our values and 'peace’
murals, for our new Reflection and
Remembrance Garden.

The children have drawn the images and then
helped to mosaic and grout the designs that
will be displayed throughout the school. They
truly are incredible pieces of artwork and a
huge thanks must go to the parents, staff and
children who have helped to create them. It
really was a team effort.

During this term we have also held another
Grandparents' week, where we welcomed
many grandparents into school to see what
their grandchildren have been learning. We
also had visits from many of our community
members, who were shown around by our
children who were very keen to show off their
classrooms and the learning they had been up
to.

With only two weeks of school in December,
we have Christmas Carols, Nativities, play
productions, Christmas dinners, school visit to
a Christmas show, among many other exciting
events to fit into our busy days!

We hope that we are able to welcome many of
you into school for either one of our Christmas
productions or to our Christmas Fayre on
Thursday 15th of December starting at 5:30.
Come enjoy some mulled wine, mince pies,
turkey and stuffing rolls and lots of festive
spirit! If we don't see you before the New Year,
we wish you and your families a very blessed
and merry Christmas.

Kindest Regards,

Mrs Barton
Headteacher

Scottish and Southern
Electricity Networks

Priority Service Register

SSE are operating a Priority Service Register
for people within Crowmarsh parish who may
require a little extra help or assistance should
we suffer a power outage in the forthcoming
winter months.

Registering means SSE can come out and
ensure you are looked after during a sustained
outage. It is a free service, and whatever
information you provide is strictly confidential.

Working closely with local councils, SSE have
registered more than 700 people in the last 12
months within Oxfordshire, but are aware
there are many more vulnerable people who
are not registered.

People who are registered will be highlighted
to Helen Vass, Customer and Community
Advisor with SSE and her team, should there
be a power outage affecting them. The SSE
team will go out and visit each person and,
depending on their needs, provide assistance.
This can range from generating their house to
offering hot meals, drinks and reassurance. In
addition, SSE’s Emergency Service Centre will
call them during the outage, checking they are
OK and giving them updates on the estimated
time of power restoration.

Helen is happy to come and talk to any groups
that meet in the parish about the service and
register people on the day.

Registration is quick and simple to do. It can
be done online at
www.ssepd.co.uk/priorityservicesregister,

on the phone (call 0800 294 3259), from a
mobile phone (call 0345 072 1900), or from a
Text phone (call 0800 316 5457).

If you have any questions or queries relating to
the Priority Service Register you can get more
information from the telephone numbers above
or online at www.ssepd.co.uk/priorityservices.

Useful telephone numbers

Crime Stoppers 0800 555 111

Police non-emergency number 101




There’s never been a better time for
your child to join Cranford House
* ‘Outstanding’ in Early Years, IS| Inspection, November 2014

« Excellent Nursery offering fantastic outside space, Forest
School & Swimming lessons - limited places available

+ Co-educational Junior School (boys and girls 3-11 years)

* New Sixth Form adding to our all-girls senior school
At Cranford House, we specialise in academic excellence

in a non-selective environment, outstanding pastoral
care and superb extra-curricular opportunities for all.

CRANFORD HOUSE

Excellence in Independent Education

Boys & girls 3-11, girls 11-16 years
www.cranfordhouse.net
01491 651218
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A Family Run Business

16‘High Street, Goring on Thames, RG8 9AR
01491 454095 beaconflooring@aol.co.uk
www.beaconflooring.co.uk

Oxon Foot Care § } “ )
Mobile Foot Health )
Practitioner *, *;
\ f %
Providing complete foot care in the comfort of your own I i
home in South Oxfordshire and surrounding areas. — A

Treatments include:
Calluses and Corn Removal
Ingrown/ Long Nails Cut
Verrucae Treatment For appointments contact Keith on
t. 07802 784 444

e. info@oxonfootcare.com

Athletes Fool

Diabetic Foot Care

LA chARE

GARDEN MACHINERY

SALES, SERVICE & SPARES
LODGE FARM Agents for:
OLD READING ROAD Mountfield ~ Westwood ~ Echo
CROWMARSH & many others
WALLINGFORD Briggs & Stratton service centre
GAON - QRIUEEW TEL 01491 836060

To book North Stoke Village
Hall

contact Nikki Arnfeld
(839736, 07969 788766, or
narnfeld@yahoo.co.uk )
or Stuart Soames
(836058, or
sjwsoames @btinternet.com)
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Openlng hours = =
Octltober - Miarch

Monday - Sunday 8am - Spom

Apply for the waterfront reward card:
Collect points on everything yvyou love

Available for private functions and
parties throughout the vear
Heated riverside seating area
Food & Drink served all day

Benson, Wallingfoid, Oxon, OX10 684
info@walerfiontcafe co uk

WATERFRONT CAFE

4-____________“

BAR-BISTRO

01421 833732
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Past Times

The Closing of Estate Mongewell School

The Estate School at Mongewell (the building
is now a private house, and is located about
half way up Constitution Hill) was opened in
1888. It was built and paid for by Alexander
Fraser of Mongewell House.

When the Estate School closed on 1st August
1903 there were more than 40 children
attending. The Headmistress was Miss M
Wilder of Crowmarsh. A new council school
was built on the Goring Road in North Stoke
which was large enough to accommodate
children from North Stoke and Mongewell.

On the school’s final day, a presentation of an
illuminated address to Mr and Mrs Fraser was
made by the parents and scholars, as an

Sue Ryder — Sale Dates

The date for the next Sale of Donated Goods
is Saturday 10th December. The sale will run
from 10.30am to 12.30pm. Saleable donated
goods are welcomed on week days between
9am and 4.30pm, but we are unable to accept
goods on Sale Day or the day before.

Volunteers are always needed to select and
allocate donated goods and to assist with
Sales.

The Sue Ryder Nettlebed Hospice is at Henley
on Thames, RG9 5DF. For further details of
these sales, please call 01491 641384 ext
246.

Crowmarsh Cubs

Crowmarsh Cubs would like to thank everyone
in the village who gave to the poppy collection
for the Royal British Legion — the cubs
collected £168 from their door to door collec-
tion this year.

If anyone is interested in joining us with our
adventures we would be pleased to hear from
you. We especially need adult help in running
our Beaver, Cub and Scout groups. Please
contact Siobhan Wilson (tel: 07703473250,
email: akela1stcrowmarsh@gmail.com)

from David Beasley

acknowledgement of their support and interest
in the children of the Parish.

Owing to Miss Wilder being ill the address was
made by the monitoress, Miss Rose Hilton. Mr
Fraser in replying complimented Miss Hilton
on her work. One of the younger children,
Katie Strohmeyar, presented Mrs Fraser with a
large bouquet of flowers from all the children.
Mr and Mrs Fraser then presented each of the
40 scholars and the monitoress with a bound
leather Prayer Book.

Miss Wilder was presented with a silver ink
stand and a large family Bible by Mr and Mrs
Fraser and the North Stoke scholars
presented her with a silver-plated cruet stand.

Head of the River rowing
race

Wallingford rowing club have informed the
Parish Council that the winter Head of the
River rowing event will take place on Sunday
4th December, which is the same day as the
Wallingford Christmas shopping day.

We have had parking problems in the village
during previous rowing events but the
organisers are planning to marshal the event
so that this doesn’t happen again. They cannot
control everyone's behaviour, but good
marshalling should help with responsible
parking. They have asked that people don't
park in side roads or entrances, on pavements
or causing any obstruction.

Competitors are expected to park in the old
SODC car park and walk (not through the
recreation ground) to the riverside car park
where the boat trailers will be parked. Cars
and trailers will only enter and exit the river-
side car park from/to the east (not making a
sharp turn directly from/to the bridge).

Short Mat Bowls

takes place at the Pavilion on Tuesdays at
7pm and on Thursdays at 2pm. For more
information, please call 837518.




W armingham

www.warmingham.com

Op 67/Zlng new doors for you

Warmingham & Co - Your local professional
family run Estate Agents & Valuers,

Having been established for over 30 years,
you can be assured of a professional and
thorough approach from our highly qualified
and experienced personable staff who, both
understand the current markel place and yield
extensive local knowledge.

Oflering our clients the most effective, cohesive
and progressive marketing package tailor-made
to their own individual requirements, locally,
nationally, and inlernationally, we are here to
make your next move both seamless, and the
right one for you,

Call us 7 Days A Week for a Free
Valuation on 01491 874144

Or visit

www,warmingham.com

Office Opening Hours: Monday — Saturday: 08:30 — 18:30 — Sunday: 10:00 — 16:00
Website Opening Hours: 24 Hours A Day — 7 Days A Week — 365 Days A Year

Residential

Lettings

T 01491875011

E letings@warmingham,com

Sales &
Valuations
T 01491 874144

E sales@warmingham,com

4-5 High Street
Goring on Thames
Oxfordshire
RGS8 9AT
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Est 1974 Family Run Business

r o
Telephone: 01491-836974 s

chbe

All tree aspects — David Cottrell

Felling, Reducing, Reshaping
Thinning, Removal, Pollarding
Shrub & Tree Pruning
Dead Wood Removal
Hedge Management
Stump Grinding

Garden & Landscaping Services

Turfing, Hedge & Grass Cutting, Planting
Fencing, Patios
General Garden Maintenance
Garden Renovation & Construction
Woodchip Mulch
Seasoned Logs & Kindling Wood

Web: www.tomcottrelllandscapes.com

Email: tomcottrelllandscapes@gmail.com
Orchard Cottage, High Road, Brightwell-cum-Sotwell, Nr Wallingford, Oxon OX10 0PS
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Exterior Excellence - Specialist Cleaning

* Patio/Drive Cleaning

* Reach & Wash Pure Water window cleaning

Pictures speaks far more than words, please see our galiery at www.refreshpro.co.uk,

P
— )

* Gutter/Facia Cleaning

We are a reliable, local family business based in Ci

providing a

*Domestic & Cammercial  *Free quoles on all services  *Full public liabilily insurance

7e: 01491 833937 wowe: Kevin 07772416465 e info@refreshpro.co.uk

service to O ire and the surrounding areas
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e PLANT & TOOL HIRE ¢ TRADE & DIY »

We are the hire specialists and stock all your
needs - from hand tools to forklift trucks
Service second to none. Competitive prices.
Delivery and collection service.

Open: Mon.-Fri. 7.30am - 5pm Saturday 7.30am - 12 noon
PARKING A PLEASURE!

DIDCOTIIIIN
EENIIPLANT

Didcot Plant Ltd, Basil Hill Road, Didcot
01235 814000

www.didcotplant.co.uk

WALLINGFORD

LEARN TO DRIVE

Fully qualified, DSA approved
instructor.

Local, calm, friendly and
professional tuition.
Pre-test to post-test courses.
Pass Plus registered.
Dual controls.

Air conditioning.

PETER COSFORD (ADI)

OFFICE: 01491 825091
MOBILE: 07989 352325

Ovenblitz the solution to any dirty oven Ovenblitz

Cleaning the dirty oven - a job you need never do again. EVER!!!
We clean any oven, cooker, hob, extractor, microwave, BBQ

Using non caustic and non toxic products in your home
Prices start from as little as £35 for a single oven

Agas and Rayburn priced according to size
(e

Call 07749 597 627 or go on line
www.ovenblitz.co.uk
= ovenhlitz@googlemail.com
Weekend appointments available

We Blitz Your Oven.

he Assocation of
Appioved Oven Cleoness.

Find us at: 25 High Street, Wallingford. OX10 0BU



ALLAWAY
AUTO ENGINEERS

Approved MLO.T. Test Station

Now carry out pre-booked M.O.Ts for Motor
Cycles while you wailt.
Servicing and repairs for Cars, and Motor Cycles
Tyres supplied and fitted.

Open Mon - Fri 8.30am-5.30pm

Saturday 9am-1pm

Unit D Whiteley Road
Hithercroft Industrial Estate
Wallingford
Tel: 01491 833116

ODD JOB MAN

Offering completion of the following works to
the highest standard

*Fencing *Decking * Driveways *Patios *Garden
Maintenance

LOGS FOR SALE (including kindling wood)

| also collect ALL scrap metal including cars,
washing machines, tumble driers and all other
scrap metal

As well as these services, | offer removals, house
clearances and rubbish removal. | will also
happily remove all garden waste including trees
and wood. Tree wood is removed free of charge
based on the amount and where the customer is
based.

For more information or a free quotation please
call Nick on 07928775767 or 01189761460

t Tapilf
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HOMEBASE

R T RL

MANAGEMENT [

EXCLUSIVELY LETTINGS - Established 1989

We are an independent company and offer exceptional service and exceptional
care providing the highest standard of service to Landlords and Tenants.

We are ARLA trained, very experienced, friendly and informative; dedicated in
caring for your property whether you are living overseas or closer to your
property.

If you are thinking of renting your property, call us now.

LET WITH CONFIDENCE - 01491 824470
Ground Floor, 16b St Mary’s Street, Wallingford OX10 0EW

email: hpom@clara.co.uk

www.homebasepropertymanagement.co.uk

Howber

BLISINESS PARK « WALLINGFORD

Free to use ATM

At Howbery Park
in The Manor House

e
Y

Come and Visit our Deli Bar/
Coffee Lounge and try our
NEW real coffee machine

* Freshly made baguettes
(available 11am - 2pm)

Small selection of homemade cakes
Friendly welcoming staff

Beautiful surroundings

Conference room hire available
Free wi-fi

Ample Parking

Open Monday - Friday
8.30am - 4.00pm

Visit us, or call 822495 for more information.

www.howberypark.com




COULTON

Plumbing & Heating

A local family business, providing
a professional and quality service.

ssite Specialists in Qil & Gas @

* Boiler Servicing, Maintenance & Replacement

Landiord Gas Safety Certificates
Heating System Maintenance & Installation

Cylinder Repair & Replacement

AAUORCESTER
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Facebook
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Providing High Quality Decorating
For Your Home & Busine_f,ss

01865 4002C

Qualified

www.shd_e'é_or.-- * /. Cuilds

For ALL your printing needs:
2| Business Catds * Letterheads
1 Comp Slips ¢ Invoices
Leaflets ¢ Magazines/Journals
Corporate & Wedding Stationery
el b/w or full colour - no job too small

for FREE quotation

(01491) 836282 or
Email: print@albry.co.uk
UNIT 2, ROCKFORT ESTATE,

HITHERCROFT ROAD, WALLINGFORD, OXON. OX10 9DA
NEW COLOUR COPYING FACILITY

Carpet & hard floor care

Vacuum cleaners, bags, filters, spares & repairs

Carpet cleaning machines, shampoos & deodorisers
Rotary flopr polishers, pads, wax & polish. Scrubber-driers

(aﬂl[ﬂll MACHINE rire & saies

01491 825600 www.machinesthatclean.com

St, Peter's Street Shops, Wallingford, OX10 0BG (hehind Champions)

Roy Windebank

Auto Engineers est 1983

Roy Windebank and his team of trained mechanics
provide professional car servicing & repairs.
SERVICING, CLUTCHES, BRAKES,
EXHAUSTS, DIAGNOSTICS, MOT'S,
TYRES, BATTERIES AND ALL REPAIRS.

01491 652345

Kentwood Farm, Papist Way,

Cholsey OX10 9L

http:/ /roywindebank.co.uk

% gesnergardening @yahoo.co.uk

| SERWEES www.gesnergardening.co.uk

B i DILC JIl-._I\d-‘-l-ul-!-\-l-
.

e Contact usfor a
B!l f1ee quotation




St Mary Magdalene’s Church
Crowmarsh Gifford

Team Vicar: The Rev'd Kevin Beer

34 Thames Mead

Crowmarsh Gifford. OX10 8EY

Tel: 01491 599873

Email: teamvicar@wallingfordcofe.org.uk
Churchwardens:

Margaret Foster, tel: 836076

Eva Thompson, tel: 201675

Services for December

Sunday 4th 11am
Sunday 11th 11am
Sunday 18th 11am
Saturday 24th 11.30pm
Sunday 25th 11am

Parish Communion

Family Service

Parish Communion

Midnight Communion

Christmas Day Family Communion

Don’t rush into Christmas!

| trust you will read this in early December,
which is the season of Advent rather than
Christmas. As any child who has had an
advent calendar knows, waiting patiently in
anticipation for something increases the joy
when it finally arrives. In church, the advent
wreath has the same effect, as we light a new
candle each Sunday of Advent and the story
gradually unfolds.

The history of the Advent wreath is interesting:
it is thought to have begun in its present form
in the early 19th century, from an idea of a
Lutheran pastor called Johann Wichern. He
was ministering in a mission house during
Advent and the children would each day ask
the same question as they ask on any long
journey: “Are we there yet?” (I can’t help think-
ing of the donkey in Shrek 2!).

So in 1839 he used a large cartwheel to make
a ‘wreath’ with 19 small red candles for the
weekdays and four large white candles for the
Sundays, which were then lit through Advent
to help the children count the days. The
custom was copied by others in Germany and

Christmas Tree Festival at St
Mary’s, Wallingford

This year’s Christmas Tree Festival in St
Mary’s Church will be from 7th to 10th
December. Look out for posters about it
around the town, and check the display board

10

evolved into a wreath of four red candles and
one white candle that we know today.

The lighting of candles on the Advent wreath
speaks powerfully of the natural symbols of
light and darkness that run through this
season. As we prepare for the coming
(‘adventus’) of Jesus the ‘Light of the World’
we are reminded of those who came before us
who prepared for the Messiah’s coming: the
Patriarchs, the Prophets, John the Baptist and
Mary, Jesus’ mother.

Their example of faith, often in situations of
extraordinary difficulty, remind us in the
business and busyness of the modern
commercial season, the importance of sharing
the truth about God’s love shown in Jesus
with others we meet and particularly the next
generation.

| commend this custom to you, both as Advent
calendars and to see each candle lit in church
and to share the biblical story of God’s long-
awaited plan of salvation to unfold, beginning
with God made man, or God ‘incarnate’ —
“now in flesh appearing... O come, let us
adore Him!”

outside St Mary’s Church for details of events.
There will be a joint raffle in aid of St Mary’s
Tower Fund and the Sue Ryder Hospice in
Nettlebed. You will be able to buy tickets for
the raffle inside the Church and at the Sue
Ryder Shop.

Visitors to the Festival can enjoy refreshments




while listening to carols, performed this year
by Cranford House School Choir at 1.15pm on
Thursday 8th, and by the Thameside U3A
‘Singing for Fun’ Choir at 2.30pm on Friday
9th.

On Saturday 10th at 11am, Derek Nightingale
will be giving a short Christmas organ recital.
That evening, Wallingford Parish Choir will
also be singing ‘Carols amongst the Trees’ at
7pm. Come and join the fun!

Val Wolsey, tel: 836820.

A message from the Rector: As part of our
Festival, there will be a ‘Tree of Remembering’
in St Mary’s Church from Sunday 4th
December. The Tree offers an opportunity to
remember friends and family who have died,
by hanging a star on the tree with their name.
The Tree will be available to everyone until
31st December.

Rev’d David Rice, tel: 836820.
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James Mather will talk to The Wallingford
Historical and Archaeological Society
(TWHAS) about local metal detecting finds
from Oxfordshire and Berkshire dating from
modern times to the Bronze Age.

His most significant find, "The Watlington
Viking Hoard", with its amazing selection of
King Alfred the Great coins, is covered
comprehensively from its discovery to display
at the Ashmolean.

By the end of James's presentation, attendees
will have seen many beautiful images and
have a clear idea of the contribution that
responsible metal detecting can make to the
nation's heritage. James has been detecting
for over 25 years, and is a member of the
Archaeology in Marlowlocal society.

This talk will be held on Wednesday 11th
January, 7.45 for 8pm, at St Mary’s Church,
Wallingford. Visitors (£4) are most welcome.
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As usual, Wallingford Museum will close for its
winter break (December, January and
February) to carry out refurbishment and
prepare exciting new exhibitions for next year.
These will feature 'Pettits: past to present,
'Wallingford Castle' and 'The Way to
Wallingford'.

The Museum will re-open on 1st March 2017.

Please remember that the highly successful
Museum bookshop, with its constantly
changing stock of good second-hand books
(both fiction and non-fiction) will remain open
during December, January and February. You
might just spot that perfect Christmas present!

The bookshop will be open on Fridays and
Saturdays from 10.30am to 1pm.
www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk

Family Christmas Carol
Concert

Charity Parents and Children Together (PACT)
is inviting local families to join its annual Carol
Concert at Dorchester Abbey on Sunday 11th

December.

The concert will include performances from
The Dorchester Abbey Choir, Benson Military
Wives Choir and young soprano Erin Hughes.
There will be plenty of opportunities for the
congregation to join in with some classic
Christmas Carols.

PACT supports families across Oxfordshire
and beyond through adoption, award-winning
therapeutic support and community projects.

The concert begins at 5pm with a family tea
party from 4pm. Tickets are free but must be
booked online. Donations to PACT’s work with
families will be welcomed.

To find out more and book your free tickets,
visit: www.pactcharity.org/carols.



Crowmarsh Parish Council News
Chairman: John Griffin, 29 Thames Mead, Crowmarsh Gifford, tel. 838523,

email: johngriffin@phonecoop.coop

Parish Clerk: Sue Rance, 2 Home Farm, Crowmarsh Gifford
Website: http://www.crowmarshgifford.org.uk/index.php

Notes of the Parish Council Meeting
at Crowmarsh Gifford Village Hall on
Thursday 3rd November 2016

Present: Councillors John Griffin (Chair), Nigel
Hannigan, Andrew Hermsen, Andrew
Johnson, Francesca Jones, David Mannering,
Ann Sharp, Stephen Sherbourne, Fleur
Stevenson and Stuart Soames; Sue Rance
(Clerk), District Councillor Richard Pullen and
County Councillor Mark Gray.

Matters from previous meeting

Since the last meeting, Kieran Moloney, the
recently appointed Finance Officer, had
decided he was unable to fulfil this role and
had resigned. Fortunately Mrs Yvonne Peet,
who had been short-listed and interviewed,
has accepted the post.

Concerns from a resident were discussed that
filling in the ditch on the north side of The
Street could lead to flooding and hazardous
conditions for pedestrians and road users if
the flood water then freezes. Action can be
taken if riparian owners do not fulfil their
responsibilities. County Councillor Gray will
take this forward.

Clir Sherbourne reported further work to cut
back the overgrown roadside vegetation near
the Crowmarsh roundabout. The tap at the
allotments has now been turned off for the
winter.

Finance

A schedule of payments made in October was
approved. Because of the unexpected change
in finance officer, consideration of strategic
spending priorities was deferred and the
budget for next year will be based closely on
this year's.

Requests for donations had been received
from the Oxfordshire Association for the Blind,
Oxfordshire South and Vale Citizens’ Advice
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and the South and Vale Carers’ Centre.
Consideration of these was deferred, but it
was agreed to make two donations of £100 to
the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal
(Crowmarsh Gifford and North Stoke).

Clir Hermsen will research suitable laptop
computers for use by the Finance Officer and
the Clerk.

County Councillor’s Report

County Clir Gray is taking on the role of local
authority governor at Crowmarsh Gifford
School. It was noted that some school
responsibilities were to have been taken away
from the county council but have now been
retained, e.g. exclusions, transport and
admissions.

Budget cuts are continuing and will affect day
time activities for the elderly and those with
special needs. Consultation is taking place on
the Oxfordshire website about this cut, which
would affect six hundred people. The
proposals are to scale down services and for
services to be shared. Vulnerable people will
be assisted to complete the survey.

There have been 17 offers from community
groups to take over children’s centres. OCC
will not charge these community groups rent.

The scrutiny committee reports that the Police
Commissioner and the Chief Constable have
done a good job in difficult circumstances.
More funding is now available from central
government, so no further cuts to the police
service are planned at present.

The police have the responsibility to levy fines
on those parking on double yellow lines but in
practice this power is not often used.

District Councillor’s Report
Clir Pullen recommended that the Parish

Council should make a neighbourhood plan.
Many planning applications are currently going



through on appeal because SODC lacks a
five-year housing land supply — the target
number for Oxfordshire had risen.

If Crowmarsh does produce a neighbourhood
plan this will form part of the SODC local plan.
Clir Griffin had received expressions of interest
from four or five residents but no decision had
been taken. However, the Parish Council is
consulting all residents about their views on
housing development and the results will be
analysed for the next meeting.

There is no news about the future of the
former SODC offices site. There are covenants
on the land, which relate to the use of the site
for community or employment use. The
chairman had questioned the SODC leader
again at the recent parish forum, but no
decision is expected before next spring.

Planning
SODC decisions:

P16/S2610/HH (Householder): Proposed two-
storey extension, Mere Cottage, Mongewell
Park, OX10 8DA.

PERMISSION GRANTED.

P16/S2900/HH: Two-storey side extension, 13
Winters Field, Crowmarsh Gifford, OX10 8EE.
PERMISSION GRANTED.

P16/S2922/HH: Demolition of conservatory to
the rear. Partial one/two storey extension to
the rear and side. Replace timber cladding and
add new timber cladding. Remove chimney
from north elevation and add a chimney to the
west elevation. Triangular dormer above
garage to be replaced with two New England
style dormer windows. Replace windows to the
rear. Additional dormer to rear. New window to
ground floor of west elevation. Farmlands,
Pickets Lane, North Stoke OX10 6BU.
PERMISSION GRANTED.

P16/S2964/HH: Garden building. Maple Croft,
Mongewell OX10 8BP.
PERMISSION GRANTED.

P16/S3040/HH: Single storey front, side and
rear extensions, 15 Newnham Green,
Crowmarsh Gifford, OX10 S8EW.
PERMISSION GRANTED.
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Parish Council responses to SODC:

P16/S3407/HH: Proposed detached garage,
car port and stores with loft room above. 2
Wallingford Road, North Stoke OX10 6BD.
RECOMMEND APPROVAL.

P16/83176/HH: Single storey link extension at
the rear to accommodate utility room. 51
Newnham Green, Crowmarsh Gifford OX10
8EP.

RECOMMEND APPROVAL.

P16/83608/0 (Outline): Outline application for
up to 150 dwellings together with associated
access, public open space, landscaping and
amenity areas. Land to the east of Benson
Lane, Crowmarsh Gifford OX10 8ED.

DEFER consideration to the December
meeting.

Environment and recreation ground

SODC's grant scheme has been suspended
until next spring. However, the preferred
supplier of the half-court for basketball practice
is available to carry out the work at the agreed
price and it was agreed to proceed with this
project from our own funds and to apply for a
grant for the children’s play area when the
scheme re-opens. Maintenance work will be
carried out as soon as possible on the play
area to comply with the recent RoSPA safety
report.

Footpaths at the nature area have been
improved with bark chippings. It was noted
that Agrivert has offered to help with
community projects. Grundons will donate a
sack of daffodil bulbs for planting in the parish.

Traffic and transport

Clir Gray will investigate why the County
Council’s contract with GoRide for school
transport was cancelled and replaced with a
taxi service.

It was thought that GoRide would cease to run
the 134 bus between Wallingford and Goring
through the Stokes, but not until January 2017
when it is anticipated that a new community
bus operator will start to run this service.

The Chairman will write to Oxfordshire



Highways, enclosing a copy of the survey
report on the A4074 Portway pedestrian cross-
ing, to obtain costings for the project.

Correspondence

Letters had been received from residents
about a variety of local issues, including air
quality, poor consultation about the closure of
Wallingford Bridge, housing development
proposals (including in the Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty), the speed of traffic in
Wallingford Road (North Stoke) and
neighbourhood planning.

Southern Electricity have written to us about
assisting vulnerable people during any loss of
power. Cllr Jones will publish a notice in
Crowmarsh News.

SODC advertised the next round of their
grants scheme in March and April 2017.
Individual councillor grants of up to £5000 are
being introduced.

An invitation was received to the Oxford
Victoria County History Trust meeting to be
held on Tuesday 6th January 2017.

The Chairman will reply to the organisers of
the Head of the River Race, scheduled for 4th
December, asking that their marshals ensure
considerate parking that does not cause
obstruction to traffic or anyone’s access/
entrance. It is still possible to use some of
SODC’s former car park.

Website

Clir Hermsen presented a proposal for
improvements to the website and
recommended consulting residents. It was
recommended that a record of the number of
visits to the site should be collected. Clir
Hermsen will publish a notice about the
website consultation in Crowmarsh News.

Other business

Clir Johnson reported that the Emery Owen
Trustees (who own the allotments behind
Thames Mead) met on 27th October and
resolved to increase their annual allotment
fees to £15. Charitable donations had been
made amounting to £1500 while £2000 was

14

spent on maintaining the allotment land.

Clir Mannering reported from the River Users’
Group. The Environment Agency has a budget
shortfall of £1 million. Riparian owners are
being reminded about looking after their trees
that overhang the River Thames.

Next meeting

The next Parish Council meeting will be held
on Thursday 8th December at Crowmarsh
Gifford Village Hall, starting at 7.30pm. All are
welcome.

Three developers who have put in planning
applications for housing around the village will
each be invited to give a short presentation on
their proposals at a special meeting on 1st
December at the School, but no discussion or
decision will happen then.

There are still two vacancies on the Parish
Council. If you think you might like to join the
Council please talk to the chairman, the parish
clerk or any councillor.

Wallingford and District
Stroke Club

Wallingford and District Stroke Club meets on
the fourth Thursday of each month at
Crowmarsh Village Hall for activities and
companionship, tea and cake. In the summer
months we arrange outings, both locally and
further afield, using the Wallingford Coach with
its accessible platform.

We'd love to welcome more members (fees
are very reasonable at £2 per month). If you,
or someone you know, would like to join us —
or just give us a try — please contact Norman
Goodall on 01235 834503 or Nigel Hessey on
01491 651114 and we'll be pleased to talk to
you.

You can hire
the Dance Studio, Sports Hall or the
Astroturf at Wallingford School.

Call Emma Freeman on 829762, or
e-mail
FREEMANE@wallingfordschool.com




n"'"v cnnP[Ts, “PH“[STEHY, n“ﬂs Crowmarsh Gifford Village Hall is ideal

5 for children’s parties and can be booked
:::: R for £10.00 per hour (minimum 2 hours).
Unbeatable results, removes

imost all Spots & stai Please note that bouncy castles or other in-
:;'";s SR SU015 8 SN flatables cannot be used inside the Hall,

and that evening bookings from 7.00pm are
v GHIMEB“STE“S subject to the full rate.
01865 726983 01235 555533

To book the Hall, call Chris Strange on
07711 904252, or e-mail
cvhbookings@gmail.com.

www.grimehbusters.co.uk

THOMAS
MERRIFIELD

Surveyors e Auctioneers * Estate Agents

72 High Street, Wallingford, Oxon. OX10 0BX

Tel: 01491 - 833833 Fax: 01491 - 833055

f NE BACK INTO THE
email: wallingford@thomasmerrifield.co.uk | E OF YOUR OVEN!

www.thomasmerrifield.co.uk 1. 01491 837420 E. info@proovencleaning.co.uk
www.proovencleaning.co.uk
trained The Community Centre

Wittenham Dog
. ﬁﬂ] Grooming Studio
Station Road, Goring
to For treatment of

fl ht Ligaments & Muscles Catering for all your dog’s grooming requirements
g Rheumatism & Arthritis by someone who loves dogs and is C&G qualified.

_ Sciatica Puppies very welcome as an introduction to
P 01491 873 874 Backache grooming in a safe, secure environment.

GORING & STREATLEY CLINIC

or out of hours Lumbago

int Pai . .
07775 714 300 Spjr?;”mjj;gi Weekdays, Evening & Saturday appointments

‘ Headaches & Stress available.
Natalia Beddoe BSc(Hons)Ost
Registered(OsteoLath Please Contact Gayle Ready on
N Victoria Swan MAO 07814 228868 or '
Registered Osteomyologist www. wittenhamdoggrooming.studio

ELECTRICAL
ORS LTD

pJ\NITNEY

CONTRACT

Feslming

REGISTERED MEMBER Est. 1958

v ECA

Installation & Repair
Test & inspection
Free estimates

21 St. Mary's Street, Wallingford
Oxfordshire OX10 OEW

Telephone : 01491 837124
OPENING HOURS

MONDAY 8.30am - 6.00 pm
. . TUESDAY 8.30 -6.00
Over 20 years of quality workmanship Ty AUl 1
THURSDAY 8.30 am - 9.00 pm
FRIDAY 8.30am - 9.00 pm
Phone _Fax 01491 837939  ATUEaRY Y SRy
Mobile 07740981597

www.thamessalon.com

Email peter.withey@sky.com
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WHAT’S ON — DECEMBER 2016

Regular events and meetings

1st & 3rd Mon
Every Tuesday
2nd & 4th Weds
Every Thursday
Every Thursday

Every Friday

Every Saturday
Most Saturdays

This month
Thursday 1st

Saturday 3rd &
Sunday 4th
Sunday 4th

Sunday 4th
Sunday 4th

Wednesday 7th
Thursday 8th
Saturday 10th
Saturday 10th &
Sunday 11th
Tuesday 13th
Wednesday 14th
Wednesday 14th

Thursday 15th
Sunday 16th
Saturday 17th &
Sunday 18th
Tuesday 20th
Saturday 24th

Sunday 25th

19.00
19.00-21.30
Evenings
14.00-16.30
19.45-22.00
08.30-11.15

10.00-12.00
10.00-13.00

19.00
All day
13.30
All Day
All Day
14.00
19.30
10.30
All day
18.00
Evening
19.45
17.30
13.30
All day

12.30
15.00

11.00

Knitting Circle
Short Mat Bowls
Crowmarsh Ladies
Short Mat Bowls

Wallingford Photographic

Club

Wallingford Country
Market

WAGS Store open
Local Producers’ Market

Presentations from
housing developers
Santa Specials

CTC 20-ish mile road ride

Wallingford Rowing Club:

Head of the River
Wallingford Christmas
Festival

U3A: Christmas Party
Parish Council Meeting
Sue Ryder Sale

Santa Specials

Carols in the Church
Christmas Carols
Henley Philatelic: Tell a
story on one sheet
Crowmarsh School
Christmas Fayre

CTC 30-mile road ride

Santa Specials

Lunchtime Carols
Carols by Candlelight
and Nativity
Christmas All-age
Communion

Queen’s Head, Crowmarsh
Crowmarsh Pavilion
Telephone 201756
Crowmarsh Pavilion

Crowmarsh Pavilion

Regal Centre
Centre 70
Regal Centre

Crowmarsh Gifford School
Cholsey and Wallingford
Railway

Meet Wallingford Market
Place

Riverside

Town Centre

Crowmarsh Village Hall
Crowmarsh Village Hall
Nettlebed

Cholsey and Wallingford
Railway

St Mary Magdalene Church
Wallingford Market Place

Bix Village Hall

Crowmarsh School

Meet Wallingford Market
Place

Cholsey and Wallingford
Railway

St Mary Magdalene Church

St Mary Magdalene Church

St Mary Magdalene Church

For details of walks with Didcot & Wallingford Ramblers, please see
www.ramblers.org.uk/didcot-wallingford

Printing by Albry Design & Print, Unit 2, Rockfort Estate, Hithercroft Road, Wallingford OX10 9DA.
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