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The Crowmarsh News is a self-funded publica-
tion, and we regret that we are unable to
accept unpaid advertising, even from local
businesses and societies.

We welcome material for inclusion but do not
necessarily endorse the views of contributors.
We reserve the right to refuse material or to
shorten contributions as may be appropriate.
Editorial decisions are final.

February 2016

ADVERTISING RATES

The Crowmarsh News is currently distributed
to over 700 households in Crowmarsh Gifford,
North Stoke and Mongewell.

Our rates for a one-eighth page
display advertisement (nominal 9cm wide x
7cm tall) are:

1 month — £7.50
3 months — £21.00
6 months — £39.00

Leaflet distribution

For a single sheet loose insert in the
Crowmarsh News (size up to A4), our current
rate is £25.00 for a single month. Advertisers

must supply their own inserts (740 copies,
please).

Cheques should be made payable to
Crowmarsh News Association.

The Crowmarsh News Team

The Crowmarsh News is run by the
Crowmarsh News Association, a group of
local volunteers.

Editorial and Layout: James and Toni Taylor
Editorial support: John Griffin

What’s On listings: Julian Park
Advertising: Pat Shields

Distribution: Frank Sadler and Team

Next month’s issue

All new advertisements and all copy for the
March issue of Crowmarsh News must reach
us before our 20th February deadline.

For all items of news, articles or correspon-
dence, please e-mail

crowmarsh.editor@gmail.com
or deliver to the Editor at 57 The Street.
For all advertising, please contact
crowmarshadvertisers@gmail.com

or deliver to The Old School, Benson Lane.




Is your garden

SHOE Leather KEY
working for you?

REPAIRS INAkaeii M CUTTING

Repairs
Whether you want to transform your . ‘.. ...‘
garden or just make it more manageable, ®
GreenArt can help. We've designed, built FEET FIRST
and improved hundreds of gardens for Qua[lty Shoe Repairs
over 20 years. We offer a professional
Contact GARY

service and take pride in our work.

4. , : &
@e, 21 St. Mary’s Street Wallingford. 600
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emall: info@greenart.uk.com

www.greenart.uk.com

GO DIAMOND
School of Motaring

info@godiamond.co.uk
www.godiamond.co.uk

Graeme Rolfe (ADI)
Tel: 07710 693397

Ben Robins (ADI)

GA Electrical &
Mechanical

LEARN TO DRIVE Tel: 07533 819133
Quality work * Qualified electricians * Fully guaranteed Fully Qualified, DSA approved driving instructors.
Whatever your electrical challenge we are on hand to help Calm, friendly and professional tuition.

Lessons to suit you — from one hour
introductory/assessment lessons to intensive courses.
RN RN Pass Plus registered « Dual controls » Air conditioning
?::_:t::g?on Based_ in CROWMARSH GIFFORD, but covering
the surrounding areas, including Wallingford, Benson, Cholsey,
Watlington, Henley, Didcot, Abingdon, Oxford and Reading.

Galliford

Mini Digger with Operator

T 01491 520787
E info@gaelectrical.co.uk
W www.gaelectrical.co.uk

HowARD CHADWICK

A caring family owned and managed Funeral Service

« Dedicaled Private Chapel of Rest » Block_ pa"ing
¢ Golden Charter Pre Paid Funeral Plans + Drwewe!ys
« Specialists in Memotrial Stones and Designs « ‘ Patios
Fencing
S Weltntord OX108ED i ervs
] Tel:%1491 825222 Sy Groundwork

’,(;____,.__

Patricia Newman Practice CROWMARSH
CHARTERED BUILDING SURVEYORS TYRE
2D & 3D colour plans . BALANCING, TRACKING

& PUNCTURES. LARGE
STOCKS OF LEADING

of your project for
Planning, Building

BATTERIES,

Regulations & Project MAKES COMPREHENSIVE
Management STOCK FOR BRITISH,
Call for a no obligation fee AND JAPANESE AND
e EXHAUST CENTRE ENHOREANGARS
Party Wa// Surveyors UNLIMITED
P/anrngvéf:eals “ 01491 834088 MéLL'JE:g:NTEE

BEADLE ESTATE, HITHERCROFT ROAD,
WALLINGFORD, OXON. OX10 9GW

(‘\Q 9 St. Mary’s Street, Wallingford 01491 833373
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Quiz’n’Chips - Friday 11th
March

St Mary Magdalene are holding their spring
Quiz'n’Chips in the church on Friday 11th
March. Doors will open at 7pm for a 7.30 start
and there will be a licensed bar. Entry forms
are available from the church and from
Crowmarsh Village Stores and need to be
returned by Sunday 6th March please
(Mothering Sunday). Tickets are £10 with food,
£7.50 without food. Ideally teams are 6-8 peo-
ple, but if you don’t have a team, we will find
you some friends. We look forward to seeing
you there.

Sarah Nesbitt
07770 930756 or sjin62@icloud.com

‘80s Disco

Dust off your legwarmers and shoulder pads
and come along to a Charity ‘80s Disco — to
raise money for Wallingford Young People for
Kenya and the Nasio Trust. We are raising
funds for the next group of young people to
travel to Kenya to work with the Nasio Trust.

Date: Friday 19th February
Venue: Crowmarsh Village Hall
Time: 7.30 to 11.45pm

Entry: £10 includes cocktail
Licensed bar

“Live” at the Corn Exchange

In addition to a full programme of films during
February, the Corn Exchange in Wallingford
will be hosting two “live” events.

On Friday 19th, there will be Stand-Up
Comedy Night with Ellie Taylor, Luisa Omielan,
Alistair Williams and David Morgan. A night of
hilarity is guaranteed with this feisty set of
comedians who are well-known on the comedy
circuit and on TV. Tickets cost £10 and the
show will begin at 8pm.

On Saturday 20th, the Corn Exchange hosts
The Little Match Girl. This will be a magical
and mischievous twist on a classic tale,
complete with puppetry, story-telling, live
music, and audience interaction. The Moon On
A Stick company will transform the stage into a

stunning snowy spectacle. This event is
suitable for ages 3 years and upwards. Tickets
cost £10 (under 16s £5), and the show will
begin at 3pm.

For the future, March 15th-19th will bring an
evening of well-loved songs from Mary
Poppins and Chitty Chitty Bang Bang in a
Spectacular Evening Celebrating the Music of
Richard and Robert Sherman. Directed by
Marilyn Johnstone, this show is a joint venture
between the Corn Exchange and internation-
ally acclaimed Crescendo Music. There will be
singing, dancing and much more, including the
appearance on stage of the Chitty Chitty car.

Tickets for this fun-packed and memorable
evening for all the family cost £15 for adults or
£12 for children under 14. Shows will be at
7.30 each evening, and there will also be a
Saturday matinee at 2.30pm.

Tickets and further information, including any
last minute additions to the cinema
programme, are available either online at
www.cornexchange.org.uk or directly from our
box office, whose telephone number is 01491
825000.

Crowmarsh Cricket Club

The Crowmarsh Cricket Club AGM was held
on 27th November 2015 at the Comrades Club
in Wallingford. The following officers were
elected:

Chairman - Justin Fanstone
Secretary - John Bromley
Treasurer - Chris Strange
Fixtures Secretary - Brian Gray
Club Captain - Henry Garth

The club plays Sunday friendlies and midweek
20/20 games during the summer. Home
games are played at the Recreation Ground in
Crowmarsh.

The club is looking for new players for the
2016 season and net practice is due to start
on Friday 19th February at Wallingford School.
If you are interested in playing or coming along
to the nets to see what it is all about, please
call Justin on 07825896837 or contact us
through the club website at
http://www.crowmarshcc.org.uk



Crowmarsh School

At Crowmarsh Primary this term, we are being
‘extraordinary’ learners.

We have been talking a great deal about what
it means to be extraordinary, looking at
ordinary people in history who have proved to
do ‘extraordinary’ things despite other people
telling them to give up — or often proving that
the perceived ‘impossible’ truly can be
‘possible’

This all ties into our ethos of being ‘purple
learners’, challenging ourselves to step out of
our comfort zones with a mindset of resilience,
perseverance and fortitude.

We believe that our ethos starts with the staff.
Therefore to continue our own learning we
kick-started the New Year with a week of
professional development. All staff began the
week with training delivered by Tim Rylands
and Sarah Neild who showed us how to use
technology to inspire creativity in writing. The
following day, teachers were able to observe
Tim teaching children using ICT to engage and
motivate talk for writing.

On the Wednesday and Thursday of that week
we then welcomed Julia Skinner, retired head-
teacher and founder of the 100 Word
Challenge, who modelled to teachers and
children the power of blogging and how to
further create exceptional writers using
computers to create a purpose for writing.
Hopefully soon you can see some of our work
up on our website, so do keep an eye out.

Children also enjoyed a performance of Dick
Whittington by M&M productions, laughing,
dancing and singing the whole way through.
So already, lots of exciting things are
happening and we are only at the end of the
first month!

We are looking forward to seeing what 2016
brings us and as always hope to be able to
welcome you into our school soon.

Until next time...

Mrs Barton
Headteacher

Crowmarsh Pre-School

This term the pre-school is thinking about
Winter, Blue, Water and Chinese New Year
and we are looking forward to making
pancakes and the possibility of a Pancake
Race on Shove Tuesday.

The children are also excited to welcome our
newest member of staff: Becks, who will be
responsible for the Blue group.

We would also like to announce that our
hugely successful Village quiz will be returning
in May. Our wonderful fundraising committee
will be on the hunt for donations of prizes for
our auction and raffle. If you or a local
business would like to donate a prize, please
contact Dilys on the contact details below. As
we are a charity, the children’s fees only cover
the cost of staff and rent, so we are very
grateful for all your donations which allow us to
buy resources and equipment.

Crowmarsh Pre-school has a strong emphasis
on learning through play. We are open to all
children between the ages of two and five
years old and provide the perfect (and FUN)
preparation for children getting ready to start
school.

We offer two sessions a day during term time.
The morning session runs from 8.45 or 9am to
12pm and the afternoon session from 12 to
3pm. Lunch club is from 12 to 1pm and may
be added on to the morning session.

To find out more information about the pre-
school please call our Manager, Dilys
Beaumont, for a chat on 07951599623 or
e-mail Vikki at
admissions@crowmarshpre-school.org.uk

To book the Pavilion or
Hardcourt area in Crowmarsh...

phone Chris Strange on
07711 904252

or

e-mail
chrisstrange47@gmail.com
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Frcyroe®™  Design

At the February meeting of the Wallingford
Gardening Club, Duncan Grosart will talk
about 'Principles of Garden Design'.

Duncan trained at the Pershore College of
Horticulture and has been teaching and
judging landscape design for the past 35
years.

The talk will be held at Ridgeway Community
Church, Wallingford at 7.30pm on Thursday
11th February.

Visitors very welcome, £2.

Isabelle Darby, 836867

(\E&;)@uam Floorlng

A Family Run Business

Car el #Wood - Vinyl - Karndean

Free f@ag on carpet orders over £150

16_High Street, Goring on Thames, RG8 9AR

01491 454095 beaconflooring@aol.co.uk
www.beaconflooring.co.uk

Pictures and logos for the Crowmarsh
News...
...are best in .jpg or .pdf format.

Mobile Foot Health
Practitioner

Providing complete foot care in the comfort of your own
home in South Oxfordshire and surrounding areas.

It realime For appointments contact Keith on
\thletes Egot t. 07802 784 444
betic Foot Cai e. info@oxonfootcare.com

New Knitting Group for Crowmarsh
Come along 1* and 3 Monday of each month
7pm at The Queen’s Head
All skill levels welcome — and crocheters too
We can all learn from each other
Because knitting is always better
with a glass of wine
And a glass of wine is always better
With a knit and a natter
Come along or call Sarah
07770 752593

Opening hours ~
Ocltober - March

Monday - Sunday 8am - 6pom

Apply for the waterfront reward card:
Collect points on everything you love

E:) MOTORS

DOES YOUR CAR NEED

AN MOT?
What about wWallingford’s newest
and most modern mot centre?
01491 E39388

E&d Mbotors

Available for private functions and
parties throughout the yvear
Heated riverside seating area
Food & Drink served all day

Benson, Wallingford. Oxon, OX10 &S
info@waterfrontcafe co uk

WATERFRONT CAFE
Ol14a1 833732

BAR-BISTRO

www.wdaterfrontcafe.co.uk




Past Times
The Life of James White

There have been many characters Sl
living in Wallingford over the years. -
One of the most notable was James
or Jimmy White, who spent much of
his adult life living in Wallingford
Workhouse or in prison. Between the
years of 1863 and 1893, he was
arrested no fewer than 69 times,
usually for assault fuelled by drink.
During this thirty-year brush with the
law there were some years when he
was only arrested once or twice. This
was because for most of that year he
was serving a prison sentence!

Jimmy was born in 1838, the second son of
William and Hannah from Witney. He had little
education. At the age of nine he started work,
helping his father selling earthenware. In 1859
Jimmy met Susan Rusher from Eynsham.
Susan’s brother was James Rusher, who later
moved to Wallingford and opened a china
shop on the corner of St Martin’s Street and
the High Street (the shop has since been
demolished).

Their relationship blossomed and they married
in 1860. They moved to Wallingford soon
afterwards, living in Wood Street, and Jimmy
worked for brother-in-law James selling
earthenware. Their first child, Sarah, was born
in 1864. Six more children followed, the last
being born in 1876.

In 1863 Jimmy was arrested twice for assault,
once for assaulting a police officer from
Cholsey. By 1867 he had served several
sentences for assault or being found drunk.

James Rusher, after showing considerable
tolerance, sacked Jimmy. It wasn’t long before
he and his family were evicted from their
Wood Street house. Four times in 1886 he
was arrested for sleeping in the open air, twice
under a wall in Wallingford Cemetery, once in
the Kine Croft and finally in October, under an
arch of Wallingford Bridge, with his wife and
six children. As he had no visible means of
support the family were accepted into the
Workhouse. At Christmas time he applied for
permission to have a day out from the

from David Beasley

Wallingford Workhouse, circa 1910

Workhouse, but this was refused.

He applied again in 1887. As it was Queen
Victoria’s Jubilee year and due to his good
conduct he was allowed a day out this time.
He repaid the Guardians’ trust in him by
arriving back at the Workhouse during the
Sunday Church service wearing only his under
clothes, barefoot and drunk. He had sold his
boots and clothes, the property of the
Workhouse, to buy more drink. Another prison
sentence followed. When he was released he
returned to the Workhouse, before absconding
and being arrested for fighting in the Market
Place.

Jimmy and Susan’s eldest son, George, had
left the Workhouse having found employment
and lodgings. In 1887 he applied to take one
of his brothers out of the Workhouse. The
application was refused because it had not
been made in a satisfactory manner.

Sadly in July 1897, Susan died in the County
Asylum, Cholsey, aged 57 years. Jimmy’s life
continued in the same manner until 1915,
when on the 2nd December (which would
have been his 55th Wedding Anniversary) he
died, aged 77 years. In the following year a
memoriam to Jimmy was published in the
Berks and Oxon Advertiser from his son Arthur
on behalf of his brothers and sisters. It also
appeared in 1917 and 1918. So despite all that
had occurred during their childhood, his
children still had fond memories of him.
Perhaps that’s all you can ask....
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Helping Hands

The Heme Care Specialists

Est, 1989

Do yodneed;a
Helping Hand?

Our Crowmarsh care team has been S
providing award winning quality (&

homecare since 1989.

A family run company we offer you a

one-to-one 24 hour live in care service (e
that enables you or your loved one (3l

to remain at home with compassion ‘—*4 s
and dignity by assisting with: personal M
care, companionship, errands and

housekeeping.

So if you are looking for an alternative

to residential care or as a short term
answer whilst recovering from illness or
operation - then we're here to help.

To find out how we can help you,

call: 0808 180 1017 or

visit: www.helpinghands.co.uk

Warmingham

wavawiwag I]lll]f_‘.hillll.(“l]]

Op enlng new doors for you

Warmingham & Co - Your local professional
family run Estate Agents & Valuers,

Having been established for over 30 years,
you can be assured of a professional and
thorough approach from our highly qualified
and experienced personable staff who, both
understand the current market place and yield
extensive local knowledge.

Oflering our clients the most effective, cohesive
and progressive marketing package tailor-made
to their own individual requirements, locally,
nationally, and internationally, we are here to
make your next move both seamless, and the
right one for you.

Call us 7 Da.ys A Week for a Free
Valuation on 01491 874144

Or visit

www.warmingham.com

Office Opening Hours: Monday — Saturday: 08:30 — 18:30 — Sunday: 10:00 — 16:00
Website Opening Hours: 24 Hows A Day — 7 Days A Week — 365 Days A Year

Sales & 1-3 High Street
Valuations
T OLIG1 871141

E salesid:warmingham com RG8& 9AT

Residential
Goring on Thames Lettings
T 0111 875011

E lettings@warminghan,com

Oxfordshive

LAWNCARE

GARDEN MACHINERY

SALES, SERVICE & SPARES
LODGE FARM Agents for:
OLD READING ROAD Mountfield ~ Westwood ~ Echo
CROWMARSH & many others
WALLINGFORD Briggs & Strafton service centre

OXON  OX10 88W TEL 01491 836060

) : ;

e PLANT & TOOL HIRE ¢ TRADE & DIY

We are the hire specialists and stock all your
needs - from hand tools to forklift trucks

Service second to none. Competitive prices.
Delivery and collection service.

Open: Mon.-Fri. 7.30am - 5pm Saturday 7.30am - 12 noon
PARKING A PLEASURE!

DIDCOTI/IIIN
EIHHIPLANT

Didcot Plant Ltd, Basil Hill Road, Didcot
01235 814000

www.didcotplant.co.uk

Wittenham Dog
Grooming Studio

Mk,

Catering for all your dog’s grooming requirements
by someone who loves dogs and is C&G qualified.
Puppies very welcome as an introduction to
grooming in a safe, secure environment.

Weekdays, Evening & Saturday appointments
available.

Please Contact Gayle Ready on
07814 228868 or
www. wittenhamdoggrooming. studio




‘specials’
for 2016!

It is 950 years since the last time England was
successfully invaded by a foreign army. Most
of us know there was a great battle in 1066 at
Hastings where the English (Saxon) King
Harold was killed by an arrow in his eye
(probably) and some may even know that
William the Conqueror came to Wallingford
after the battle to cross the River Thames with
his army!

But why did he choose Wallingford? What was
happening here at the time to make him
come? What effect did it all have on the
people living here? There is certainly an
intriguing story to tell and in Wallingford
Museum’s new exhibition — "1066: William
Comes to Wallingford' — all will be revealed.
“All” will be based on the very latest research
and evidence. This ia an exhibition that is
definitely not to be missed!

You'll also be able to see some of the latest
discoveries from our recent archaeology, in-
cluding the smallest medieval chess piece
ever found in England - a beautiful little object
made of antler, discovered behind the Mu-
seum in the dig last summer.

But this is not all...!

There’s also a brand new special exhibition
presenting '300 Years of Cartoons!" This
spectacular private collection has been
brought together by Dr Steve Head to show
wonderful examples of the development of the
use of cartoons in the last three centuries.
Featuring about a hundred cartoons of all
kinds, the exhibition allows you simply to look
at the cartoons and enjoy them for
themselves, or to take time to read a little
about each one and learn a great deal - a very
special experience.

And if you come early in the season, your £5
entry ticket will give you terrific value, as you'll
be able to return as many times as you like for
no extra cost. The Museum will be open from

1st March. Children under 16 get in free, and
there'’s lots for the family to enjoy throughout
the rest of the Museum too.

Look out for special events this year, including
Town and Castle history walks (2nd April), A
Night at the Museum (13th May and 28th
October), Family Archaeology Day (23rd July),
a William the Conqueror event (20th August),
BunkFest offers, and the Agatha Christie
Weekend (9th-11th September).

Full details of all these events are available on
our webs site, www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk
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«  Thames
" % Crossings -
Ferries,
%Ib .-“ f Fords and
4%,09.1 m\‘f Bridges

February's talk to The Wallingford Historical
and Archaeological Society (TWHAS) will be
given by Steve Capel-Davies. He will present
‘Thames Crossings - Ferries, Fords and
Bridges'.

Steve has had an extensive career involving
rivers, and will draw on his personal
experiences and knowledge of the River
Thames.

The River Thames has been very important as
a key route for trade but it has also been a
major barrier to those wanting to cross it! This
talk on Ferries, Fords and Bridges will look at
how these have evolved over the years. It will
include local examples, such as at Wallingford
where the bridge has at times had
drawbridges installed, been destroyed by a
flood, rebuilt and widened.

The talk will be preceded by a short (as usual!)
AGM.

This talk will be held on Friday 12th February,
8pm at the Methodist Church Centre, St
Leonard's Square, Wallingford. Visitors (£3)
are most welcome.

For more information about the Society, please
visit our web site, www.twhas.org.uk



National Learn to Play Day

Free workshop on handbell ringing!

Have you ever thought of making music with
handbells? It is fun and rewarding. As part of
National Learn to Play Day (www.learntoplay-
day.com), organised by Music for All, Gay and
Alan (who appeared on Britain’s Got Talent)
are offering a free workshop on handbell
ringing on Saturday 12th March.

The workshop is suitable for everyone and no
experience of music or bells is required. It will
take place at the Bullcroft Recreation Rooms,
opposite Waitrose in Wallingford, starting at
11am.

For further details, contact
gay.cooper@hrgb.org.uk or 07964 615428 or
tweet @Gay_and_Alan.

Sue Ryder — Sale Dates

The dates for the next Sales of Donated
Goods are Saturdays 20th February and 12th
March, from 10.30am to 12.30pm.

Saleable donated goods are welcomed on
week days between 9am and 4.30pm. We
regret we are unable to accept goods on Sale
Day or the day before.

Volunteers are always needed to select and
allocate donated goods and to assist with
Sales. The Sue Ryder Nettlebed Hospice is at
Henley on Thames, RG9 5DF.

For further details of these sales, please call
01491 641384 ext 246.

@ Cottfeﬂ' Lan
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Telephone: 01491-836974 w

All tree aspects — David Cottrell

Felling, Reducing, Reshaping
Thinning, Removal, Pollarding
Shrub & Tree Pruning
Dead Wood Removal
Hedge Management
Stump Grinding

Garden & Landscaping Services

Turfing, Hedge & Grass Cutting, Planting
Fencing, Patios
General Garden Maintenance
Garden Renovation & Construction
Woodchip Mulch
Seasoned Logs & Kindling Wood

‘Sidu. wwwiamndtordlira isvapnss um

Email: tomcottrelllandscapes@gmail.com
Orchard Cottage, High Road, Brightwell-cum-Sotwell, Nr Wallingford, Oxon 0X10 0PS
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Exterior Excellence - Specialist Cleaning

* Patio/Drive Cleaning  * Gutter/Facia Cleaning

* Reach & Wash Pure Water window cleaning

Pictures speaks far more than words, please see our gallery at www.refreshpro.co.uk,

We are a reliable, local family business based i Crowmarsh providing a professional service to Oxfordshire and the surroun ding areas.

*Domestic & Commercial ~ *Free quotes con all services  *Full public liablity insurance

1e: 01491 833937 wmonie: Kevin 07772416465 cma info@refreshpro.co.uk

Short Mat Bowls

takes place at the Pavilion on Tuesdays at
7pm and on Thursdays at 2pm. For more
information, please call 837518.

LEARN TO DRIVE

Fully qualified, DSA approved
instructor,

Local, calm, friendly and
prafessional tuition,
Pre-test to post-test courses.
Pass Plus registered.
Dual controls.

Air conditioning.

PETER COSFORD (ADY)

OFFICE: 01491 825091
MOBILE: 07989 352325

Sports Facilities for Hire

You can hire the Dance Studio, Sports Hall or
the Astroturf at Wallingford School.

Call Emma Freeman on 829762, or
e-mail
FREEMANE@wallingfordschool.com

Find us at: 25 High Street, Wallingford. OX10 0BU



St Mary M
Crowmarsh Gifford

Team Rector: Rev'd David Rice
22 Castle Street, Wallingford
Email: david.rice@ntiworld.com
Tel. 01491 202188
Churchwardens:
Margaret Foster, tel: 836076
Eva Thompson, tel: 201675

Services for February

Next Before Lent
Ash Wednesday

Sunday 7th
Wednesday 10th

Sunday 14th Lent .1.
Sunday 21st Lent .2.
Sunday 28th Lent .3.

11am Parish Communion

8pm Imposition of Ashes
St. Leonard’s Church,
Wallingford

11am All Age Worship

11am Parish Communion

11am All Age Communion

We have it seems missed out on most of the
snow and ice which is customary at this time
of year; and we are hearing all sorts of
reasons why this has happened, but of course
we still have time for the little slippery bits of
snow and ice to arrive unexpectedly, perhaps
in June?

We have been very fortunate indeed to have
not had all the misery of the flooding which
has happened in the north of the country, and
our hearts go out to those people who have
suffered more than once in recent times.

Although we put our plans in place, it is
obvious that nature can and does confound
them. We are making plans for the
forthcoming year, and in particular for the
arrival of our new Team Vicar, Kevin. We still
do not have a definite date for his arrival,
although we do expect him to arrive in April;
hopefully | can give more positive news next
month.

We have also started to make plans for our big
Flower Festival and Fete this year, and we
happen to share our weekend the 11th & 12th
of June with the Queen’s celebration of her
90th Birthday. So look out for details of this in
future editions of the Crowmarsh News.

Lent comes early this year and starts on Ash
Wednesday 10th February, when we have the
service of the Imposition of Ashes, this year

10

held in St Leonard’s Church in Wallingford.
This is a simple service, when we declare our
allegiance to Jesus, by having our foreheads
marked with a cross, made from the ash of
burnt palm crosses from the previous year. Do
come along to St Leonard’s, to either join in or
just observe what happens during this service.
You will be most welcome.

Our church is open every Sunday for all our
usual Services. Please see the list at the head
of this column for details. We have enjoyed
having different Leaders during this Vacancy,
and it has given us all time to evaluate and
appreciate how fortunate we are to have this
ancient church to worship in, and to have the
promise of a new leader joining us very soon.

It is an exciting time, and if you would like to
join with us in planning the future of our
church here, or have some really good ideas
for the spread of help and support through
church activities, then please do come along.
We can use you!

Margaret Foster
Churchwarden

Our church in Crowmarsh Gifford has existed
since at least 1140 when it was used as a
fortified post by King Stephen in his wars with
Matilda, who held Wallingford Castle. During
the Civil War it was used by Cromwell’s men
to shelter from the Royalists.




ALLAWAY
AUTO ENGINEERS

Approved M.O.T. Test Station

Now carry out pre-booked M.O.T.’s for Motor
Cycles while you wait.
Servicing and repairs for Cars, and Motor Cycles
Tyres supplied and fitted.

Open Mon - Fr1 8.30am-5.30pm

Saturday 9am-1pm

Unit D Whiteley Road
Hithercroft Industrial Estate
Wallingford
Tel: 01491 833116

ODD JOB MAN

Offering completion of the following works to
the highest standard

*Fencing *Decking * Driveways *Patios *Garden
Maintenance

LOGS FOR SALE (including kindling wood)

| also collect ALL scrap metal including cars,
washing machines, tumble driers and all other
scrap metal

As well as these services, | offer removals, house
clearances and rubbish removal. | will also
happily remove all garden waste including trees
and wood. Tree wood is removed free of charge

based on the amount and where the customer is
based.

For more information or a free quotation please
call Nick on 07928775767 or 01189761460

ROOM SERVICE

Your Local Friendly Cleaning Company

Providing an excellent, professional
service to homes and offices in
your area. Daily, weekly, or whenever
you need help.

Ginny
“

AR 07976 883165
r{" ‘*-._ roomservices@btinternet.com
=——————— |

HOMEBASE ARLA

MANAGEMENT
EXCLUSIVELY LETTINGS - Established 1989

We are an independent company and offer exceptional service and exceptional
care providing the highest standard of service to Landlords and Tenants.

We are ARLA trained, very experienced, friendly and informative; dedicated in
caring for your property whether you are living overseas or closer to your
property.

If you are thinking of renting your property, call us now.

LET WITH CONFIDENCE - 01491 824470
Ground Floor, 16b St Mary’s Street, Wallingford OX10 OEW

email: hpm@clara.co.uk www.homebasepropertymanagement.co.uk
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Howbery"

BUSINESS PARK - WALLINGFORD

Free to use ATM

At Howbery Park
in The Manor House

Come and Visit our Deli Bar/
Coffee Lounge and try our
NEW real coffee machine

* Freshly made baguettes
(available 11am - 2pm)

Small selection of homemade cakes
Friendly welcoming staff

Beautiful surroundings

Conference room hire available
Free wi-fi

Ample Parking

Open Monday - Friday
8.30am - 4.00pm

Visit us, or call 822495 for more information.

www.howberypark.com
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PACT receives over £7000 from charity partnership

A charity partnership with accountancy firm
Grant Thornton has resulted in a donation to
PACT of £7279.08. Staff at Grant Thornton ran
various fundraising events throughout the year
including sweepstakes, a Christmas jumper
day and a world record charity row.

PACT Chief Executive Jan Fishwick said: “We
have really enjoyed our partnership with Grant
Thornton for the last 18 months and would like
to sincerely thank all of their staff for choosing
us and for taking part in a whole host of
different fundraising activities for PACT. Their
efforts will directly benefit many adopted
children and their families who need
therapeutic support to address painful past
experiences and move forward to a happy life
together.”

Tash Pettiford-White, Executive Assistant at
Grant Thornton’s Thames Valley Office said:
“We really enjoyed our partnership with PACT.
It was definitely a two-way thing. They sup-
ported us with lots of ideas and encourage-
ment and made it easy for us to come up with
ways to fundraise.
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“Our teams were happy to get involved and
collaborate in fun fundraising activities. I'd
definitely encourage other companies to enter
into a charity partnership with PACT — it was a
brilliant experience!”

Pictured receiving the cheque (left to right) are
Jackie Reeves, PACT Adopter Champion,
Emma Owen, PACT’s Head of Fundraising
and Marketing and Jim Rogers, Practice
Leader, Thames Valley, Grant Thornton UK
LLP.

If you're interested in raising some money for
PACT at your workplace, at a one off event or
through a charity of the year partnership
please contact Laura Senior, Fundraising
Manager at PACT
(laura.senior@pactcharity.org).

PACT stands for Parents And Children
Together and is a registered charity with a
focus on adoption. It operates across London
and the south. You can find out more about it
and what it does from its web site,
www.pactcharity.org



COULTON

Plumbing & Heating

A local family business, based in
Crowmarsh Gifford, providing a professional
and quality service
Boiler Servicing, Repairs & Maintenance
Boiler Replacements - Heating Repairs
Landlord Safety Certificates
General Plumbing Maintenance & Repairs
Heating System Installation
Cylinder Repair & Replacement
Specialists in OIL & GAS

01491 824486 Il 07737 788773

Proud members of

Chec/i"(a'i: rade.com

Where reputation matters

that “"wow™
look in your
home

01491 640920

Mon to Sat 10am-5pm,
Sun 1lam-3pm
Timbers Lane,

furnished

beautiful furniture for less

\Nufﬁeld RG9 55Y

GOMPUTER PROBLEMS

25 years experience as a computer engineer

L P
W Tl 3

-

www.getfurnished.co.ukj

.Setup, Repairs
.Internet issues
.System Tidy-up
-VVirus / Malware removal

Only £14. hr
Open: Mon - Sat

« Camcorder & Video tapes to DVD

Wallingford 01491 200524 / 07910 975248
Email: motionflyerpictures@gmail.com

www.wallingford-pcrepair.com

For ALL your printing needs:
Business Cards ¢ Letterheads
Comp Slips * Invoices
Leaflets ¢ Magazines/Journals
Corporate & Wedding Stationery
b/w or full colour - no job too small

for FREE quotation

(01491) 836282 or
Email: print@albry.co.uk

UNIT 2, ROCKFORT ESTATE,
HITHERCROFT ROAD, WALLINGFORD, OXON. OX10 9DA

NEW COLOUR COPYING FACILITY

Carpet & hard floor care

Vacuum cleaners, bags, filters, spares & repairs

Carpet cleaning machines, shampoos & deodorisers
Rotary floor polishers, pads, wax & polish. Scrubber-driers

© CLEAN MACKINE rive & sates

01491 825600 www.machinesthatclean.com
St. Peter's Street Shops, Wallingford, OX10 0BG (behind Champions)

Roy Windebank

Auto Engineers Est 1983

Roy Windebank and his team of trained mechanics
provide professional car servicing & repairs.
SERVICING, CLUTCHES, BRAKES,
EXHAUSTS, DIAGNOSTICS, MOT'S,
TYRES, BATTERIES AND ALL REPAIRS.

01491 652345

Kentwood Farm, Papist Way,
Cholsey OXI10 9]

http://roywindebank.co.uk

CLIVE THE HANDYMAN

Over 35 years experience in the Building Trade

Painting & Decorating
Patch Plastering
Woodwork, Tiling,
Fascias, Roofing/Gutter Repairs,
Repointing, Boxing-In,
Small Plumbing Jobs,

Flat Pack Assembly,
Blinds & Curtain Rails
General Household Repairs
No Job Too Small
All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured
Give me a ring on 01491 411321/ 07766 540117
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Crowmarsh Parish Council

Chairman: John Griffin, 29 Thames Mead,
Crowmarsh Gifford, tel. 838523,

email: johngriffin@phonecoop.coop

Parish Clerk: Sue Rance, 2 Home Farm,
Crowmarsh Gifford

Website:
http://www.crowmarshgifford.org.uk/index.php

As usual, there was no Parish Council meeting
in January. The next one will be on 4 February
in Crowmarsh Village Hall and we will report
on it in the March Crowmarsh News.

Henley Philatelic Society

If you are thinking of taking up, or returning to
a hobby, how about trying Philately? 10th
February is a good opportunity to see the
many facets of this pastime and to have a chat
about it. Do come and visit us.

10th February — Annual Competitions: either
nine or sixteen pages and all classes may be
entered — stamps, postal history, aero-
philately, Thematics, Social or Open class and
Postcards.

24th February — Auction Viewing, for our very
popular Open Auction on 9th March, non-
members are welcome. Or you can see the
catalogue online, where you may also bid!
Over 600 Lots.

Meetings are usually held on the 2nd and 4th
Wednesdays of the month at Bix Village Hall at
7.45pm from September to June inclusive.
Visitors and new members are welcome.
Details from 681739 or on our website:
www.henleyphilatelic.org.uk

Wallingford Photographic
Club

Wallingford Photographic Club meets on
Thursday evenings at Crowmarsh Pavilion.
The club is always pleased to welcome visitors
(£3 for the evening) and new members, from
beginners to advanced photographers. If there
is something which interests you in the club
programme, why not come along as a visitor
and find out more about the club. Full details
can be found on the club website:
www.wallingfordphoto.club
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Did you know?

. The wide main street in Crowmarsh
once held an annual fair.

. The Queen's Head public house is
thought to be one of the oldest in Oxfordshire.

. Jethro Tull invented his revolutionary
Seed Dirill here; the house still stands in The
Street, marked by a blue plaque.

. St Mary Magdalene's Church in
Crowmarsh still bears the marks of cannon
balls fired from Wallingford Castle during the
Civil War.

. The house that now forms part of
Jewson's yard was built around 1775.

Wallingford and District
Stroke Club

Wallingford and District Stroke Club meets on
the fourth Thursday of each month at
Crowmarsh Village Hall for activities and
companionship, tea and cake. In the summer
months we arrange outings, both locally and
further afield, using the Wallingford Coach with
its accessible platform.

We'd love to welcome more members (fees
are very reasonable at £2 per month). If you,
or someone you know, would like to join us —
or just give us a try — please contact Norman
Goodall on 01235 834503 or Jenny Tatman on
01491 839499 and we'll be pleased to talk to
you.

Crowmarsh Gifford Village Hall is ideal
for children’s parties and can be booked
for £10.00 per hour (minimum 2 hours).

Please note that bouncy castles or other
inflatables cannot be used inside the Hall,
and that evening bookings from 7.00pm are
subject to the full rate.

To book the Hall, call Chris Strange on
07711 904252, or e-mail
cvhbookings@gmail.com.




DIRTY CARPETS, UPHOLSTERY, RUGS

Most carpets dry within the
hour

Unbeatahle resuits, removes
almost all spots & stains

'™  GRIMEBUSTERS
01865 726983 01235 555533

www.grimehusters.co.uk

THOMAS
MERRIFIELD

Surveyors « Auctioneers  Lstate Agents

72 High Street, Wallingford, Oxon. OX10 0BX
Tel: 01491 - 833833 Fax: 01491 - 833055
email: wallingford@thomasmerrifield.co.uk

www.thomasmerrifield.co.uk

GORING & STREATLEY CLINIC

The Community Centre
Station Road, Goring

For treatment of
Ligaments & Muscles
Rheumatism & Arthritis
Sciatica
Backache
Lumbago

01491 873 874

or out of hours ' _

07775 714 300 Joint Pains
Sports Injuries

Headaches & Stress

Natalia Beddoe BSc(Hons)Ost
Registered Osteopath

Victoria Swan MAO

Registered Osteomyologist

Phil Lambie
Garden & Home Maintenance

e Plastering e Plumbing
* Painting & Decorating e Carpentry
e Kitchens & Bathrooms
¢ Roof Tiling etc

Call Phil on 0794 333 1329
philiplamble01@yahoo.co.uk

{Please note new e-mail address)

CLEANER, GREENER OVEN CLEANING

x BA 0
DE AND O DE U DUR (
01491 837420 0@Pro 24 g.CQ
DIogve ed q.CC

Early Days
Nursery

Encouraging children’s natural curiosity
The Old School, Ipsden, Wallingford

Independent Nursery est. 1992
Children from 5 months to 5 years
Set in countryside with fields and woodland to explore

Holiday club up to 11 years offering multi-activities and days out
Flexible sessions within 7.15am-6.15pm
Giving your child the best start for school

To book a visit or holiday club contact Sandy:
(01491) 681101 or enquiries@earlydays-nursery.co.uk
www.earlydays-nursery.co.uk

REGISTERED MEMBER

Y ECA

Installation & Repair
Test & inspection
Free estimates
Over 20 years of quality workmanship

Phone Fax 01491 837939
Mobile 07740981597

Email peter.withey@sky.com
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Est. 1958

21 St. Mary's Street, Wallingford
Oxfordshire OX10 OEW

Telephone : 01491 837124
OPENING HOURS

MONDAY 8.30am - 6.00 pm
TUESDAY 8.30 am - 6.00 pm
WEDNESDAY Closed
THURSDAY 8.30am - 9.00 pm
FRIDAY 8.30 am - 9.00 pm
SATURDAY 8.00am - 6.00 pm

www.thamessalon.com




WHAT’S ON — FEBRUARY 2016

Regular events and meetings

1st & 3rd Mon
Every Tuesday
2nd & 4th Weds
Every Thursday
Every Thursday
Every Friday

Every Saturday
Most Saturdays

This month
Thursday 4th

Sunday 7th

Tuesday 9th

19.00
19.00-21.30
Evenings
14.00-16.30
19.45-22.00
08.30-11.15

10.00-12.00
10.00-13.00

19.30

13.30

10.00

Wednesday 10th 19.30

Friday 12th

Sunday 14th

Friday 19th

Friday 19th
Saturday 20th
Sunday 21st

19.45

13.30

10.00

19.30-21.45
10.30
13.30

Wednesday 24th 19.30

Printing by Albry Design & Print, Unit 2, Rockfort Estate, Hithercroft Road, Wallingford OX10 9DA.

Knitting Circle

Short Mat Bowls
Crowmarsh Ladies
Short Mat Bowls
Wallingford
Photographic Club
Wallingford Country
Market

WAGS Store open
Local Producers’
Market

Crowmarsh Parish
Council Meeting
CTC 20-mile road
ride

Didcot Ramblers:

Queen’s Head,
Crowmarsh
Crowmarsh Pavilion
Telephone 201756
Crowmarsh Pavilion

Crowmarsh Pavilion

Regal Centre
Centre 70

Regal Centre,
Wallingford

Crowmarsh Village Hall

Meet Wallingford Market

Place

circular Chilterns Walk Meet at the Old Kiln,

Henley Philatelic:

Nettlebed

Competition evening Bix Village Hall

TWHAS talk: Thames

Crossings

Didcot Ramblers:

Methodist Church
Centre, St Leonard’s
Square

East Hagbourne village

walk

Didcot Ramblers:

Meet at Upper Cross,
near the church

circular Chilterns Walk Meet at Bix church

Charity ‘80s disco
Sue Ryder Sale
CTC 32-mile road
ride

Henley Philatelic:
Auction viewing
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Crowmarsh Village Hall

Nettlebed

Meet Wallingford Market

Place

Bix Village Hall




