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The Crowmarsh News is a self-funded publica-
tion, and we regret that we are unable to
accept unpaid advertising, even from local
businesses and societies.

We welcome material for inclusion but do not
necessarily endorse the views of contributors.
We reserve the right to refuse material or to
shorten contributions as may be appropriate.
Editorial decisions are final.

January 2016

ADVERTISING RATES

The Crowmarsh News is currently distributed
to over 700 households in Crowmarsh Gifford,
North Stoke and Mongewell.

Our rates for a one-eighth page
display advertisement (nominal 9cm wide X
7cm tall) are:

1 month — £7.50
3 months — £21.00
6 months — £39.00

Leaflet distribution

For a single sheet loose insert in the
Crowmarsh News (size up to A4), our current
_rate is£25.00 for a single month. Advertisers
must supply their own inserts (740 copies,
please).

Cheques should be made payable to
Crowmarsh News Association.

The Crowmarsh News Team

The Crowmarsh News is run by the
Crowmarsh News Association, a group of
local volunteers.

Editorial and Layout: James and Toni Taylor
Editorial support: John Griffin

What’s On listings: Julian Park
Advertising: Pat Shields

Distribution: Frank Sadler and Team

Next month’s issue

All new advertisements and all copy for the
February issue of Crowmarsh News must
reach us before our 20th January deadline.

For all items of news, articles or correspon-
dence, please e-mail

crowmarsh.editor@gmail.com
or deliver to the Editor at 57 The Street.
For all advertising, please contact
crowmarshadvertisers@gmail.com

or deliver to The Old School, Benson Lane.




Is your garden
Workingngl"(r)r you?

Whether you want to transform your
garden or just make it more manageable,
GreenArt can help. We've designed, built
and improved hundreds of gardens for
over 20 years. We offer a professional
service and take pride in our work.

Call: 01491 280447/07901 977290
email: info@greenart.uk.com

www.greenart.uk.com
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Quality work * Qualified electricians » Fully guaranteed
Whatever your electrical challenge we are on hand to help

T 01491 520787
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HowaARD CHADWICK

A caring family owned and managed Funeral Service
» Dedicated Private Chapel of Rest «
* Golden Charter Pre Paid Funeral Plans »

« Specialists in Memorial Stones and Designs «

33 Benson Lane, Crowmarsh,
Wallingford OX10 8ED
Tel: 01491 825222

Golden Charter

GO DIAMOND
Sch Motori

info@godiamond.co.uk
www.godiamond.co.uk
Graeme Rolfe (ADI)
Tel: 07710 693397

Ben Robins (ADI)
Tel: 07533 819133

LEARN TO DRIVE

Fully Qualified, DSA approved driving instructors.
Calm, friendly and professional tuition.

Lessons to suit you ~ from one hour
introductory/assessment lessons to intensive courses.
Pass Plus registered « Dual controls - Air conditioning

Based in CROWMARSH GIFFORD, but covering
the surrounding areas, including Wallingford, Benson, Cholsey,
Watlington, Henley, Didcot, Abingdon, Oxford and Reading.

Galliford

Mini Digger with Operator
\ - Block Paving
Driveways

é Patios
Fencing

Drop Kerbs
Groundwork

Patricia Newman Practice

CHARTERED BUILDING SURVEYORS

2D & 3D colour plans
of your project for
Planning, Building
Regulations & Project
Management

[Call for a no obligation fee
quofe

Party Wall Surveyors
Planning Appeals
Surveys

(‘\Q 9 St. Mary’s Street, Wallingford 01491 833373
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Crowmarsh Tigers’ success

Congratulations to Crowmarsh Tigers (under 10 boys) who won the B League football final. It was
a fantastic nail biting game against Bullingdon at Bullingdon's home ground. Bullingdon had been
unbeaten up until this game and Crowmarsh went on to win 2-1. It was a well-deserved result for

Crowmarsh.

Village Hall Christmas Party

The Christmas Party for the children of the
village which was held in the Village Hall in
December was a great success. The Village
Hall Committee hope to make it an annual
event.

If you are interested in joining the Village Hall
Committee please contact the Crowmarsh
News (crowmarsh.editor@gmail.com) and we
will put you in touch.

Corn Exchange, Panto

Rapunzel runs from Friday 15th to
Saturday 30th January

Come and let your hair down at Sinodun
Players’ spectacular panto. Young and old will
be captivated by this traditional tale of how a
handsome prince rescues his beloved from
her lofty prison cell by climbing up her long
hair to reach her.

Among those out to help — and sometimes

hinder — will be witches, a dancing robin, silly
gnomes, ghosts, courtiers, pretty fairies and
Dame Mathilda, the theatre cleaner. Loads of
audience participation and awesome special
effects.

Times: 7.30pm with a 2.30 Saturday matinee
(no performances Sundays or Mondays).
Tickets: £10 (Tues-Thurs), £12 (Fri & Sat),
children £6.

Short Mat Bowls

takes place at the Pavilion on Tuesdays at
7pm and on Thursdays at 2pm. For more
information, please call 837518.

To book the Pavilion or
Hardcourt area in Crowmarsh...

phone Chris Strange on 07711
904252, or
e-mail chrisstrange47@gmail.com




Past Times

A Victorian Christmas

We have become accustomed to the
Christmas tree, and the street lighting and the
shops with their bright window decorations in
Wallingford Market Place.

But in 1857 it was somewhat different; there
would have been no Christmas tree. A Christ-
mas tree was first shown in the London lllus-
trated News in 1848, depicting a drawing of
Queen Victoria and her family around a deco-
rated tree.

In the same year Tom Smith invented a new
way to sell his sweets at Christmas by
wrapping them in coloured paper, which would
snap apart. Later, gifts and hats were added
which increased the sale of his crackers
considerably.

It was in 1843 that Henry Cole commissioned
an artist to design a card for Christmas. The
illustration showed a group of people around a
dinner table and a Christmas message. It sold
for one shilling (5p), which was very expensive
for the average working class Victorian in
1843. However the sentiment caught on, so
children were encouraged to make their own.

Colour printing technology quickly became
more advanced and so the cost of Christmas
cards was considerably reduced. This,
together with the introduction of the halfpenny
postage rate, meant the sending of cards
became very popular by the 1880s. Between
11 and 12 million cards were sent each year.

Portcullis Tennis Club

At Portcullis Tennis Club we want to ensure
everyone can get the opportunity to play
tennis. We are therefore offering any new or
returning players signing up to weekly group
coaching the following:

Sign-up to a weekly group coaching session in
January or February 2016 and get your first 12
weeks for just £45.00!

The club runs weekly after-school coaching
sessions for 5-18 year olds of all abilities.

from David Beasley

Many of our favourite Christmas Carols were
composed in early Victorian times, such as
“Oh Come All Ye Faithful” in 1843 and “Once
in Royal David’s City” in 1848, while “Away in
a Manger” wasn’t written until 1887.

In Wallingford the biggest display at Christmas
time was the Meat Show, in the town’s
butchers’ shops. The meat was hung from the
windows and the walls of each shop (there
was no worry about Health and Safety). There
were eight butchers in Wallingford in 1857 and
each had a display of meat.

Mr Bennett, of Fish Street (now St Mary’s
Street) displayed a Hereford ox, four Scottish
oxen, two calves, fed by Mr Newton of
Crowmarsh, and four sheep also fed by Mr
Newton. Mr Lovelock of the Market Place also
displayed oxen and sheep. Mr Lester, of St
Peter’s Street, had a very large display of
calves and sheep. Mr Munt, of the High Street,
displayed two oxen, six sheep and two pigs.
And Mr Francis, of Fish Street, had a display
of game, turkeys and geese. All these animals
were bred by local farmers.

In keeping with many of the neighbouring
towns, Wallingford agreed to close its shops
on the day following Christmas (Boxing Day)
to allow their employees to vist their friends
and relations. The grocers, however, remained
open because they thought closing would
inconvenience their customers from the
villages.

Coaching is available throughout the week and
on Saturday mornings. More information about
the club and our coaching timetable can be
found on our website at: http://www.portcullis-
tennis.net/ Spaces are limited, so book early to
avoid disappointment.

Portcullis Tennis Club is a great place to play
tennis in Wallingford, with 5 courts, over 250
members and thriving junior, adult and match
sections.

For more information and to book a free taster,
please contact the tennis hub on 0800 888
6030 or email hello@ctatennis.org



Crowmarsh Pre-school

Last month the children were busy getting into
the Christmas spirit with a beautiful nativity,
lots of arts and crafts and a wonderful
Christmas party with even a visit from Santa
himself. We welcomed our new supervisor,
Kelly, to the team and she is enjoying getting
to know the children.

The children are also enjoying using lots of
new art supplies which we have been able to
buy for the pre-school thanks to all our
fundraising efforts and your generous
donations. As a charity, the children’s fees only
cover the cost of staff and rent, so we are very
grateful for all your donations which allow us to
buy resources and equipment.

Crowmarsh Pre-School has a strong emphasis
on learning through play. We are open to all
children between the ages of two and five
years old and provide the perfect (and FUN)
preparation for children getting ready to start
school.

“Beacon Flooring

W A Family Run Business

"!.._.___

Ca‘fpgt “Wood - Vinyl - Karndean

Free fiyi,:g on carpet orders over £ 15 !

16.High Street, Goring on Thames, RG8 9AR
01491 454095 beaconflooring@aol.co.uk

www.beaconflooring.co.uk

Mobile Foot Health
Practitioner

Providing complete foot care in the comfort of your own
home in South Oxfordshire and surrounding areas.

For appointments contact Keith on
t. 07802 784 444
e. info@oxonfootcare.com

We offer two sessions a day during term time.
Morning session 8.45/9am-12pm and an after-
noon session 12-3pm. Lunch club is 12-1pm

and may be added on to the morning session.

E:) MOTORS

To find out more information about the pre-
school please call our Manager, Dilys Beau-
mont, for a chat on 07951599623 or e-mail
Vikki at admissions@crowmarshpre-
school.org.uk

DOES YOUR CAR NEED
AN MOT?

What about Wallingford’s newest
and most modern mot centre?
01491 839388
The children and staff at Crowmarsh Pre-

School would like to wish everyone a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

E&J Motors
(Behind Esso Garage)
Ayres Yard, Station Road, Wallingford.

DRINK

Opening hours
October - March

Monday - Sunday 8am - Spom

Apply for the waterfront reward card:
Collect points on everything you love

Available for private functions and
parties throughout the year
Heated riverside seating area
Food & Drink served all day

Benson, Wallingford, Oxon, OX10 654
info@waterfronfcafe co uk

WATERFRONT CAFE

- BAR-BISTRO
01421 833732

www.wdaterfrontcafe.co.uk




Christie —
40 Years
On

12 January 2016 marks the 40th anniversary
of the death of Dame Agatha Christie at
Winterbrook House. This Georgian residence,
then in the Cholsey parish, had been her
home, with husband Sir Max Mallowan, since
1934.

Her death was of world-wide interest, but her
funeral in Cholsey Church on a bleak, cold,
winter’s day was a quiet family and friends
affair — apart from the score of Press. Today,
her grave is visited by hundreds each year,
and tourists pause outside Winterbrook House
to take pictures.

The next Celebrating Agatha Christie
Weekend, 9-11 September 2016, will
commemorate the 40th anniversary of her
death in style, but on 12 January, there will be
just a very simple wreath-laying ceremony at
the graveside in Cholsey Churchyard at
10.30am.

If you have local information about Agatha
Christie or would like to help with the Weekend
in September, then please phone 651127.

Local talent!

From Thursday 28 January to Tuesday 2
February, there will be an exhibition of
Paintings, Drawings and Boxes by Crowmarsh
based artists Andrea Brailsford and Mike
MacGregor with invited artists from Style Acre.

The exhibition will be held in the Old Fire
Station Gallery, Henley-on-Thames, from
10am to 4pm. There will be an open view on
Saturday 30 January from 12pm-2pm.

The Home Care Specialists |

Est. 1989

Do you need a
Helping Hand?

Our Crowmarsh care team has been
providing award winning quality

homecare since 1989.

A family run company we offer you a

one-to-one 24 hour live in care service
that enables you or your loved one

to remain at home with compassion
and dignity by assisting with: personall

care, companionship, errands and

housekeeping.

So if you are looking for an alternative
to residential care or as a short term

answer whilst recovering from illness or Pt
operation - then we're here to help.

NATIONAL
D MENTIA
CARE AWARDS

NNNNNNN

To find out how we can help you,

cali: 0808 180 1017 or

visit: www.helpinghands.co.uk

LA wNCARE

GARDEN MACHINERY
SALES, SERVICE & SPARES

LODGE FARM

OLD READING ROAD
CROWMARSH
WALLINGFORD
OXON 0X10 8BW

Agents for:
Mountfield ~ Westwood ~ Echo
& many others
Briggs & Stratton service centre

TEL 01491 836060

Sports Facilities for Hire

You can hire the Dance Studio, Sports Hall or
the Astroturf at Wallingford School.

Call Emma Freeman on 829762, or e-mail
FREEMANE@wallingfordschool.com

Ak

Wittenham Dog
Grooming Studio

Catering for all your dog’s grooming requirements
by someone who loves dogs and is C&G qualified.
Puppies very welcome as an introduction to
grooming in a safe, secure environment.

Weekdays, Evening & Saturday appointments
available.

Please Contact Gayle Ready on
07814 228868 or
www. wittenhamdoggrooming. studio




Warmingham

wwwawarminghani.com

Op en an new doors for you

Warmingham & Co - Your local professional

family run Estate Agents & Valucrs.

Having been established for over 30 years,
you can be assured of a professional and
thorough approach from our highly qualificd
and experienced personable staff who, both
understand the current market place and yield
extensive local knowledge.

Offering our clients the most effective, cohesive
and progressive markeling package tailor-made
to their own individual requircments, locally,
nationally, and internationally, we are here to
make your next move both seamless, and the
right one for you.

Call us 7 Days A Week for a Free
Valuation on 01491 874144

Or visit

www,warmingham.com

Office Opening Hours: Monday — Sahwday: 08:30 — 18:30 — Sunday: 10:00 — 16:00
Website Opening Hours: 24 Howr's A Day — 7 Days A Week — 365 Days A Year

Residential
Lettings
T 0L31 575011

E lettingsfegwarmingham.com

1-5 High Street
Goring an Thames
Oxfordshire
RG8 9AT

Sales &
Vahlations
T 01401 87 1-H+

E sales@warmingham,com
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All tree aspects — David Cottrell

Felling, Reducing, Reshaping
Thinning, Removal, Pollarding
Shrub & Tree Pruning
Dead Wood Removal
Hedge Management

Garden & Landscaping Services

Turfing, Hedge & Grass Cutting, Planting
Fencing, Patios

o tearden Rat

Garden Renovation & Construction
Woodchip Mulch

Stump Grinding

Seasoned Logs & Kindling Wood

‘tindu. wwwionnutordlirn drscapes vom

Email: tomcottrelllandscapes@gmail.com
Orchard Cottage, High Road, Brightwell-cum-Sotwell, Nr Wallingford, Oxon OX10 0PS
grors, .
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Exterior Excellence - Specialist Cleaning

* Patio/Drive Cleaning  * Gutter/Facia Cleaning

* Reach & Wash Pure Water window cleaning

Pictures speaks far more than words, please see our gallery at wwiw.refreshpro.ca.uk

We are a reliable, local family business based in Crowmarsh providing a professional service to Oxfordshire and the surrounding areas.

*Domestic & Commercial  *Free quotes on all services  *Full public liability insurance

10: 01491 833937 wonie: Kevin 07772416465 enai. info@refreshpro.co.uk

JONT-E RE-IT:-
e PLANT & TOOL HIRE ¢ TRADE & DIY »

We are the hire specialists and stock all your
needs - from hand tools to forklift trucks

Service second to none. Competitive prices.
Delivery and collection service.

Open: Mon.-Fri. 7.30am - 5pm Saturday 7.30am - 12 noon
PARKING A PLEASURE!

DIDCOTIIIINN
ENINIPLANT

Didcot Plant Ltd, Basil Hill Road, Didcot
01235 814000

www.didcotplant.co.uk

LEARN TO DRIVE

Fully qualified, DSA approved
instructor.

Local, calm, friendly and
professional tuition.
Pre-test to post-test courses,
Pass Plus registered.
Dual controls.

Air conditioning.

PETER COSFORD (ADY)

OFFICE: 01491 825091
MOBILE: 07989 352325

WALLINGFORD

Find us at: 25 High Street, Wallingford. OX10 0BU
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St Mary Magdalene’s Church
Crowmarsh Gifford

Team Rector: Rev’d David Rice
22 Castle Street, Wallingford
Email: david.rice@ntlworld.com
Tel. 01491 202188
Churchwardens:
Margaret Foster, tel: 836076
Eva Thompson, tel: 201675

Services for January

Sunday 3rd Epiphany
Sunday 10th Baptism of Christ
Sunday 17th Epiphany .2.
Sunday 24th Epiphany .3.
Sunday 31st Candlemas

11am
11am
11am
11am
11am

Parish Communion
All Age Worship

Parish Communion
All Age Communion
Parish Communion

A Happy New Year to You Alli

It is so hard to get back into the humdrum of
everyday living after the Christmas holiday,
and all the hype leading up to it, but it is good
to get back to reality, put away the Christmas
Tree for another year, and get out and do
some exercise to help remove the Christmas
excesses.

A New Year, and | expect you have all made
your New Year Promises, and | wonder how
many you have already unwittingly broken — |
know, it is so easy to do. Promises are made
with all the best of intentions, but they are so
hard to carry through for any length of time,
usually because we are a little too ambitious in
our intentions, perhaps less is more?

We in the Church will be making our New Year
Resolutions at our next PCC Meeting — mainly
to do with the fact that we now have a new
Team Vicar. The announcement was made in
Church on Sunday 13th December, his name
is Reverend Kevin Beer, he is married, has
two grown up children, and he will be joining

Sue Ryder — Sale Dates

The dates for the next Sales of Donated
Goods are Saturdays 9th and 30th January,
from 10.30am to 12.30pm.

Saleable donated goods are welcomed on
week days between 9am and 4.30pm. We
regret we are unable to accept goods on Sale
Day or the day before.

the Team around Easter, we cannot at this
time be more specific. So that news really
cheered everyone in time for Christmas.

We are now in the season of Epiphany, a time
of discovery — as when the Magi found Jesus;
their long search had been successful, and
the manifestation of the Christ Child to them,
sent them on their way rejoicing.

Planning is at the forefront of the Church
Agenda for this month — what we shall be
doing in the coming months, and how we shall
manage our plans. It is an exciting time, and if
you would like to be part of that planning, or
have some really good ideas for the spread of

then please do come along, we can use you.

Have a Happy and fruitful year, | will keep you
all informed about the progress of our plans.

From all at St Mary Magdalene’s

Margaret Foster
Churchwarden

Volunteers are always needed to select and
allocate donated goods and to assist with
Sales. The Sue Ryder Nettlebed Hospice is at
Henley on Thames, RG9 5DF.

For further details of these sales, please call
01491 641384 ext 246.

Pictures and logos for the Crowmarsh
News...
...are best in .jpg or .pdf format.




ALLAWAY
AUTO ENGINEERS

Approved M.O.T. Test Station

Now carry out pre-booked M.O.T's for Motor
Cycles while you wait.
Servicing and repairs for Cars, and Motor Cycles
Tyres supplied and fitted.

Open Mon - Fri 830am-5.30pm

Saturday 9am-1pm

Unit D Whiteley Road
Hithercroft Industrial Estate
Wallingford
Tel: 01491 833116

ODD JOB MAN

Offering completion of the following works to
the highest standard

*Fencing *Decking * Driveways *Patios *Garden
Maintenance

LOGS FOR SALE (including kindling wood)

| also collect ALL scrap metal including cars,
washing machines, tumble driers and all other
scrap metal

As well as these services, | offer removals, house
clearances and rubbish removal. | will also
happily remove all garden waste including trees
and wood. Tree wood is removed free of charge
based on the amount and where the customer is
based.

For more information or a free quotation please
call Nick on 07928775767 or 01189761460

ROOM SERVICE

Your Local Friendly Cleaning Company

Providing an excellent, professional
service to homes and offices in
your area. Daily, weekly, or whenever
you need help.

Ginny
“
N4 07976 883165
'jr‘ ,*é roomservices@btinternet.com
[S—————————s]
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EXCLUSIVELY LETTINGS - Established 1989

We are an independent company and offer exceptional service and exceptional
care providing the highest standard of service to Landlords and Tenants.

We are ARLA trained, very experienced, friendly and informative; dedicated in
caring for your property whether you are living overseas or closer to your
property.

If you are thinking of renting your property, call us now.

LET WITH CONFIDENCE - 01491 824470
Ground Floor, 16b St Mary’s Street, Wallingford OX10 OEW

email: hpm®@clara.co.uk www.homebasepropertymanagement.co.uk

Howbery

BLISINESS PARK « WALLINGFORD

Free to use ATM

At Howbery Park
in The Manor House

Come and Visit our Deli Bar/
Coffee Lounge and try our
NEW real coffee machine

* Freshly made baguettes
(available 11am - 2pm)

Small selection of homemade cakes
Friendly welcoming staff

Beautiful surroundings

Conference room hire available
Free wi-fi

Ample Parking

Open Monday - Friday
8.30am - 4.00pm

Visit us, or call 822495 for more information.

www.howberypark.com




COULTON

Plumbing & Heating

A local family business, based in
Crowmarsh Gifford, providing a professional
and quality service
Boiler Servicing, Repairs & Maintenance
Boiler Replacements - Heating Repairs
Landlord Safety Certificates
General Plumbing Maintenance & Repairs
Heating System Installation
Cylinder Repair & Replacement
Specialists in OIL & GAS

01491 824486 07737 788773

Froud members of

Checkatrade.com

Where reputation matters

that “wow"
look in your
home

i

I o/
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furnished

beautiful furniture for less

01491 640920

Mon to Sat 10am-5pm,
Sun 1lam-3pm
Timbers Lane,

\LNufﬁeId RG9 55Y www.getfurnished.co.uk)

For ALLL your printing needs:
Business Cards * Letterheads
Comp Slips * Invoices
Leaflets » Magazines/Journals
Corporate & Wedding Stationery
|| b/w or full colour - no job too small

for FREE quotation

(01491) 836282 or
Email: print@albry.co.uk
UNIT 2, ROCKFORT ESTATE,
HITHERCROFT ROAD, WALLINGFORD, OXON., OX10 9DA

NEW COLOUR COPYING FACILITY

Carpet & hard floor care

Vacuum cleaners, bags, filters, spares & repairs

Carpet cleaning machines, shampoos & deodorisers
Rotary floor polishers, pads, wax & polish. Scrubber-driers

) CLEAN MACHINE tire & sates

01491 825600 www.machinesthatclean.com

St, Peter's Street Shops, Wallingford, OX10 0BG (behind Champicns)

Roy Windebank

Auto Engineers Est 1983

Roy Windebank and his team of trained mechanics
provide professional car servicing & repairs.
SERVICING, CLUTCHES, BRAKES,
EXHAUSTS, DIAGNOSTICS, MOT'S,
TYRES, BATTERIES AND ALL REPAIRS.

01491 652345

Kentwood Farm, Papist Way,
Cholsey OX 10 oL)

http://roywindebank.co.uk

COMPUTER PROBLEMS

Computer engineer with 20 years’ expenence

° Setup, Repairs, System Clean-up ."'

° Virus / Malware Removal - g
° [nternet issues ’
° Tuition Open 7 Days a week. £14 ph. .-
° Camcorder / Video tapes to DVD

2 Saxon Close
Wallingford
Please call us Today.

Tel: 01491 200524 / 07910 975248
Email: motionflyerpictures@gmail.com
www.motionflyerpictures.com

10,.

CLIVE THE HANDYMAN

Over 35 years experience in the Building Trade

Painting & Decorating
Patch Plastering
Woodwork, Tiling,
Fascias, Roofing/Gutter Repairs,
Repointing, Boxing-In,
Small Plumbing Jobs,

Flat Pack Assembly,
Blinds & Curtain Rails
General Household Repairs
No Job Too Small
All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured
Give me a ring on 01491 411321 / 07766 540117




District Councillor's Report

Planning

The big news for the last month is the
announcement that the two decisions granting
the appeals by Taylor Wimpey and Cemex
against our refusing planning permission at
Chinnor are going to be challenged by the
Council in the High Court. Our appeals will be
heard in May 2016. We are taking this action
as we do not believe that the Inspector who
heard the original appeals has taken into
account the impact of these developments on
the community.

Our strategy in the Local Plan has been to
concentrate the bulk of development in the
Didcot area to provide homes for the people
who will be employed in the Industrial Parks
and the two Science and Enterprise Parks
announced just this month. This approach was
endorsed by one of Her Majesty's Planning
Inspectors in 2012 and it makes no sense to
overturn this now as that will mean more traffic
across the District's already overloaded road
infrastructure bringing workers to the jobs.

In a worst case scenario, these three initiatives
could even fail because the new homes built
away from Didcot do not attract the people
who will work at the Industrial and Science and
Enterprise Parks.

We know that this is probably the first skirmish
in a long, hard battle, but we will fight to
defend our strategy, and we are also ramping
up support for Parishes that are working on
Neighbourhood Plans and encouraging those
that either don't have a plan or haven't started
on one yet to develop one. This is by far the
best way for our communities to have a say in
the way that they develop, both in terms of
housing and in the provision of other
amenities.

Not everything 'planning' is a battle. At the
November Planning Committee, Wheatley
Parish Council, in concert with Taylor Wimpey
and a local Residents' Association, presented
an Application for a development of 51 homes,
of which 75% are affordable or Social
Housing, giving a 'win-win' result. This will
probably be a model that will be seen more

11

and more in the future, as the impact of
Neighbourhood Planning grows.

Constitution Review

A Panel of Councillors, including members of
our Partner Council, Vale Of The White Horse,
are presently working on up-dating our
Constitutions. The objective here is to bring
the two Councils' Constitutions up to date, to
make them easier for everyone to understand
and to streamline our processes where ever
possible.

The Scope of this piece of work covers all of
the District Council's activities, focusing on
planning, environmental health, waste
services, housing and benefits, leisure sports
and art and local democracy, to name a few.

Policing

As well as working to keep members of our
public safe through our work on Environmental
Health and maintaining hygiene standards at
restaurants, pubs and take-away
establishments for example, we are also
working to reduce crime and antisocial
behaviour through our network of CCTV in the
larger communities, and by working with our
colleagues at the County Council and with
Thames Valley Police.

We are working with Police and Crime
Commissioner Anthony Stansfeld to get the
best value for money possible whilst
maintaining and improving standards. During
his first term, Mr Stansfeld has moved Thames
Valley Police from the bottom of the League to
the top three according to HM Inspector of
Constabularies.

Waste and Recycling

We are pleased to have again been
recognised for our work in waste collection
and recycling, topping the league table with
our colleagues in the Vale. SODC is top,
recycling 67.3 per cent, with the Vale just
below in second place with 65.6 per cent. Our
recently introduced service collecting textiles
and small electrical items is going well, and all
of these initiatives help towards greater
efficiency, greater environmental protection
and getting value for money for the tax payer.



The New Corporate Strategy and Value for
Money

We are also well on our way in developing the
new Corporate Strategy, which, when it is
introduced in 2016, will realign the way that we
work as a corporate body, improving the way
we do things, our efficiency and ultimately
getting the best deal we can for our tax
payers.

Simplifying Grant Procedures and More
Money

One of the things we are looking at is the way
that grants are handled. We have already
made changes to this process to make it
easier to apply for grants and obtain the funds
to support community projects. We are looking
to increase the budget available, so individual
communities can benefit from these real
funding opportunities.

For help or advice with any District matter,
please contact felixbloomfield@hotmail.com.

Wallingford Gardening Club

Trees: a camera's perspective

At the January meeting of the Wallingford
Gardening Club, Richard Roslyn will talk about
"Trees: a camera's perspective’'.

Richard is Head Gardener at Blewbury Manor.
He has been working there for 22 years, and
during that time has seen some great
changes, such that the gardens have
developed into something quite wonderful.
Richard's talk will describe the aesthetic
beauty of trees, both native and exotic, and
the role they play in our gardens.

The talk will be held at Ridgeway Community
Church, Wallingford at 7.30pm on Thursday
14th January.

Visitors are very welcome, for a £2; admission
fee.

Advance notice of future talks:
11th February: The Principles of Garden
Design (Duncan Grosart)

Isabelle Darby
836867
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Crowmarsh Parish Council
News

Chairman: John Griffin, 29 Thames Mead,
Crowmarsh Gifford, tel. 838523,

email: johngriffin@phonecoop.coop

Parish Clerk: Sue Rance, 2 Home Farm,
Crowmarsh Gifford

Website:
http://www.crowmarshgifford.org.uk/index.php

Notes of the Parish Council Meeting
at Crowmarsh Gifford on Thursday
10th December 2015

Present: Councillors John Griffin (Chair), Nigel
Hannigan, Francesca Jones, Stephen
Sherbourne, Fleur Stevenson, Ann Sharp,
David Mannering and Stuart Soames; Sue
Rance (Clerk), Melanie Malcolm (Finance
Officer) and a member of the public.

Apologies: from Councillors Andrew Johnson,
Mo Fillmore and Andrew Hermsen.

Matters arising from previous meeting

Grass cutting: thanks to Clir Sherbourne for
cutting the Crowmarsh Hill end of the footpath
to Park View and planting some bulbs there.
This must be included in the contract for next
year.

Waste regulations: new regulations allow dog
waste to be deposited in litter bins — all goes
for incineration. Consideration will be given to
whether we now need all the existing dog bins
where there is a litter bin nearby. SODC will
not authorise any more dog bins. The Finance
Officer will check on the duration of the
contract with SODC.

Former SODC offices: the Clerk has been in
contact with SODC about air monitoring and
pest control at this site.

Remedial work to the ash tree at Jethro Tull
Gardens was approved, to be done by Mr
Cottrell. The work on the tree at the front of
Howbery Farm has been done and further tree
work will be included in the budget for next
year.



Finance

Payments were approved and the income and
expenditure noted. There are now 18 allotment
plots and we pay £1 each for affiliation to the
Allotments and Gardens Council, as well as
public liability insurance for allotment holders
(premium £75.70). Income from the allotments
this year was about £150.

A new pump has been fitted at the pavilion at a
cost of £407.76. It was noted that the
recreation ground/pavilion accounts are almost
breaking even this year, but that these facilities
are supported from the parish budget as a
major service to residents.

Budget for 2016-17

Possibilities for future projects had been
discussed at an informal meeting on 30th
November, after which Clir Johnson circulated
a list of possible capital projects for councillors
to rank and comment on. They will be
discussed at the February meeting.

The draft budget allowed an inflationary
increase of 3% for general costs, based on
experience. £500 has been budgeted for
possible extra costs resulting from County
Council delegation of services and a further
£500 as a possible donation to a volunteer
drivers scheme to replace the Dial-a-Ride
service, which will no longer be funded by the
County Council.

A precept of £38,201 was proposed and
agreed: this is the money the Parish Council
receives from SODC as our share of the
Council Tax. It represents a small increase to
allow for the loss of the Council Tax Reduction
Scheme (CTRS) grant which SODC is with-
holding from next year. The Parish Council’s
income will then remain the same as in 2015-
16. This will increase the council tax for a
Band D property by £1 per annum.

After discussion the budget was approved and
the Finance Officer thanked.

Grants and donations
A grant of £100 was agreed to South

Oxfordshire Food and Education Alliance
(SOFEA). This local charity redistributes
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surplus food from supermarkets and provides
work and training for young unemployed
people.

A grant of £100 was agreed to Oxfordshire
Befriending for Life (OxBEL), a local
community service run by the charity Age UK
Oxfordshire, supporting adults who are living
with a terminal iliness.

Other finance matters

An unrecoverable debt of £45 has been written
off. A decision was made not to opt out of
having an external auditor appointed by the
government. It was thought unlikely that we
could make more cost-effective arrangements
for the annual audit.

County Councillor’s report

County Councillor Gray reported that proposed
closures of household waste and recycling
centres have been deferred to 2017. Opening
hours may be reduced at some sites.

Further cuts in council services are expected
when the County Council sets its budget in
February. Research is being done into the
financial impact on local government services
of the introduction of the “living wage”. Follow-
ing the County Council budget meeting, more
information will be available on the future of
transport services including the 134 bus
service through Crowmarsh and North Stoke,
which has around 100 passengers per day.
Meetings are to be held between bus
providers and Parish Councils.

Clir Jones reported that the emergency plan is
due for review. ClIr Gray will look into why no
update had been received from the County
Council.

Planning

It was noted that Lister Wilder have planted
trees on their site.

Decisions by SODC:

P15/S3211/HH (Householder): Single storey
side and rear extension. 14 Benson Lane,
Crowmarsh Gifford, OX10 8ED:
PERMISSION GRANTED.



P15/S3221/HH: Double and single storey rear
extensions. Replacement glazing. Provision of
PV panels to rear roof slope of house and roof
slope to new rear extension. Demolition of out-
buildings (as amended to reduce the depth of
the two and single storey extensions). 24
Wallingford Road, North Stoke OX10 6BB:
PERMISSION GRANTED.

P15/S3350/HH: Garsons Cottage, Pocock
Lane, North Stoke, OX10 6BG:
PERMISSION GRANTED.

Parish Council responses to SODC:

P15/S3751/HH: Two-storey rear extensions,
and conversion of space over garage to study,
and additional roof openings. 2 Jethro Tull
Gardens, Crowmarsh Gifford, OX10 8DS.
RECOMMEND APPROVAL.

P15/S3764/FUL: Removal of condition 15 on
application P10/W1752 (demolition of existing
dwellings and associated ancillary buildings.
Construction of five detached replacement
dwellings. Creation of three new vehicle and
one new pedestrian gates through existing
boundary wall.) Willow Lake, Mongewell Park,
Mongewell, OX10 8DA.

NO STRONG VIEWS.

P14/S2860/0 (Outline) Amendment No. 2,
dated 26th November 2015: Residential
development comprising 555 dwellings, a one
form entry primary school, associated land-
scaping and open spaces, construction of a
new access onto the A4130 Calvin Thomas
Way/Bosley Way, construction of a public
transport link/emergency access onto
Wantage Road and other supporting infra-
structure works and facilities. Land to the west
of Wallingford (Site B), Wallingford.

NO STRONG VIEWS.

P15/S4085/HH: Double and single storey
extensions. 12 Thames Mead, Crowmarsh
Gifford, OX10 8EU.

RECOMMEND APPROVAL.

Change of property name
The property formerly known as Jalna has

been renamed Sunnyside, Old Reading Road,
Crowmarsh Gifford, Wallingford, OX10 8EN.
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Traffic and transport matters

A resident reported problems with inappropri-
ate parking in Thames Mead. This became a
serious issue during the recent Head of the
River Race, when the road became so
congested that it would have been impassable
for emergency vehicles. H. Chadwick Funeral
Directors had also reported obstructions and
parking problems all along Benson Lane
during the Head of the River event and had a
reply from the race organisers. In future,
organisers of any major event should be
expected to advise the Parish Council in
advance to discuss parking arrangements.

Double yellow lines or possibly bollards at the
junction of Thames Mead with The Street were
suggested. Clir Gray felt that bollards could
constitute a hazard for some pedestrians.
Double yellow lines need formal consultation,
which is costly; white lines are easier to obtain
but less enforceable. It was agreed to refer
these matters to the Traffic and Transport
Committee for further investigation and
arrange a meeting between the Parish
Council, County Council and police.

Recreation Ground & Environment
Committee

Any necessary action regarding the willow
trees at the nature area will be considered at
the next committee meeting which will be held
in late January or early February.

Next meeting

The council does not meet in January. The
next Parish Council Meeting is on Thursday
4th February at Crowmarsh Gifford Village
Hall, starting at 7.30pm. All welcome. Please
let John Griffin (contact details above) know of
anything the parish council might be able to
help with or if you are interesting in filling the
remaining vacancy as a councillor.

Local Stroke Club

Wallingford and District Stroke Club meets on
the fourth Thursday of each month at
Crowmarsh Village Hall. Please contact
Norman Goodall on 01235 834503 or Jenny
Tatman on 01491 839499.



DIRTY CARPETS, UPHOLSTERY, RUGS

Most carpets dry within the
hour

Unbeatabie results, removes
almost all spots & stains

GRIMEBUSTERS

01865 726983 01235 555533
WWW.QI’iIIIBIIIISIBI‘S.GO.IIl(

THOMAS
MERRIFIELD

72 High Street, Wallingford, Oxon. OX10 0BX
Tel: 01491 - 833833 Fax: 01491 - 833055
email: wallingford@thomasmerrifield.co.uk

www.thomasmerrifield.co.uk

GORING & STREATLEY CLINIC
trained
to

The Community Centre
Station Road, Goring

For treatment of
Ligaments & Muscles
Rheumatism & Arthritis
Sciatica
Backache
Lumbago

01491 873 874

or out of hours : ]

07775 714 300 Joint Pains
Sports Injuries

Headaches & Stress

Natalia Beddoe BSc(Hons)Ost
Registered Osteopath

Victoria Swan MAO
Registered Osteomyologist

Phil Lamble
Garden & Home Maintenance

e Plastering ® Plumbing
e Painting & Decorating e Carpentry
¢ Kitchens & Bathrooms
® Roof Tiling etc

Call Phil on 0794 333 1329
philiplamble01@yahoo.co.uk

(Please note new e-mail address)

CLEANER, GREENER OVEN CLEANIN|

Ovens'| Hobs | Microwaves | Extractors | BBQs.
H BA 0
DE AND ( DE DUR O
01491 837420 0@pPro eaq g.Co
DIOOVE oF q.Co

Encouraging children's natural curiosity
The Old Schoal, ipsden, Wailingford

Early Days
Nursery

¢ Independent Nursery est. 1992

o Children from 5 months to 5 years

o Set in countryside with fields and woodland to explore

o Holiday club up to 11 years offering multi-activities and days out
Flexible sessions within 7.15am-6.15pm
* Giving your child the best start for school

To book a visit or holiday club contact Sandy:
(01491) 681101 or enquiries@earlydays-nursery.co.uk
www.earlydays-nursery.co.uk

TORS LTD

@ CONTRAC

REGISTERED MEMBER

Installation & Repair
Test & inspection
Free estimates
Over 20 years of quality workmanship

Phone Fax 01491 837939
Mobile 07740981597

Email peter.withey@sky.com
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Est. 1958

21 St. Mary’s Street, Wallingford
Oxfordshire OX10 OEW

Telephone : 01491 837124
OPENING HOURS

MONDAY 8.30am - 6.00 pm
TUESDAY 8.30 am - 6.00 pm
WEDNESDAY Closed
THURSDAY 8.30am - 9.00 pm
FRIDAY 8.30am-9.00 pm
SATURDAY 8.00am - 6.00 pm

www.thamessalon.com




WHAT’S ON - JANUARY 2016

Regular events and meetings

Every Tuesday 19.00-21.30
2nd & 4th Weds Evenings

Every Thursday 14.00-16.30
Every Thursday 19.45-22.00
Every Friday.  08.30-11.15

Every Saturday 10.00-12.00
Most Saturdays 10.00-13.00

This month

Sunday 3rd 13.30

Friday 8th 19.45

Saturday 9th 10.30
Tuesday 12th 10.30

Wednesday 13th 19.30

Sunday 17th 13.30

Wednesday 27th 19.30

Saturday 30th  10.30
Saturday 30th  09.45

Short Mat Bowls Crowmarsh Pavilion
Crowmarsh Ladies Telephone 201756
Short Mat Bowls Crowmarsh Pavilion
Wallingford

Photographic Club Crowmarsh Pavilion
Wallingford Country

Market Regal Centre
WAGS Store open Centre 70

Local Producers’

Market Regal Centre

CTC 21-mile road

ride Meet Wallingford Market
Place

TWHAS talk: The

White Tower under the

Normans Methodist Church
Centre, St Leonard’s
Square

Sue Ryder Sale Nettlebed

Wreath Laying:40th

Anniversary of Agatha

Christie’s death Cholsey Church
Graveyard

Henley Philatelic:

Chairman’s evening Bix Village Hall

CTC 30-something

mile road ride Meet Wallingford Market

Place
Henley Philatelic:
Members’ evening Bix Village Hall
Sue Ryder Sale Nettlebed

Sustainable
Wallingford Swapshop Regal Centre

rate.

Crowmarsh Gifford Village Hall is ideal for children’s parties and can be booked for
£10.00 per hour (minimum 2 hours). Please note that bouncy castles or other inflatables
cannot be used inside the Hall, and that evening bookings from 7.00pm are subject to the full

To book the Hall, call Chris Strange on 07711 904252, or e-mail cvhbookings@gmail.com.

Printing by Albry Design & Print, Unit 2, Rockfort Estate, Hithercroft Road, Wallingford OX10 9DA.
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