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CEC Settlement Boundary Assessment Guidance

Settlement Boundaries

The following critena may be used to assess the existing settlement boundaries in relevant settlements

a) Extant planning consents Site currently outside but adjoming Site is mcluded
Where sites on the edge of the settlement have planning consent for housmg, with no settlement
outstanding permission for housing, these should be 10nal circumstances attached (e.z. | boundary
included within the settlement boundary, unless these previous allocation)
consents allow development in a situation where it
would normally be refused (e.g. Rural Exception Sites . .
condition). Where a long-standing occupancy condition | settlement boundary has extant planning | settlement
15 in force and the house m question 15 clearly well- consent for housing, with boundary unless
related to the built form of the village then the dwellmg mcunsumszabdud(eg.l!mal &c-sdcadtomut
should be incorporated into the settlement boundary. Exception Site or agnicultural / requirements

occupancy condition) for mchision
outlined m cnitena
2(b), () and (d)
b) Functional relationship to physical form of Site currently outside but adjoming Site to be
i £ R e ey |
of contamment, prev
Assessment of sites against this cntenion wall identify developed land and topography which the settlement
any discrepancies in the settlement boundary in relation mcreases a sense of confinement and1s | boundary, subject
to exasting built development which forms part of the therefore considered to have a strong to assessment
built-up area of the settlement. Regard should be given functional relationship with the existmg | agamst enitena 2(c)
to the extent of existing development as seen from both built form. )
outside a settlement, particularly from approach roads,
and from within the settlement.
Site currently outside but adjoming Site 1s not mcluded
Sumlarly, the form and character of a settlement as settlement boundary displays low level | within the
defined by dwellings, other buildings and their of contamment, Little or no previously settlement
curtilages, the road network, and open spaces will developed land and a very open boundary
deternune whether a tight boundary designed to topography, and 15 therefore considered
safeguard the existing pattern of development is to have a relatively weak functional
appropnate or not. relationship with the exasting built form.
Outlying development, including small pockets of
development that are clearly detached from the Site does not adjom existing settlement | Site 15 not mcluded
settlement, will have no relationship to the boundary and is considered to be within the
bult physical form of the settlement, and therefore phy=ically and/or visually settlement
should not be ncluded withmn the settlement boundary. from the bult form of the settlement boundary
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¢) Functional relationship to use of built-up

The settlement boundary should reflect uses and
development that has a clear social and/or economuc
relationship with the settlement. Settlement boundanes
will therefore normally include existing uses and
buildmegs that have a clear social or econonuc function
mdbmanhebhbmkhmof&em&m
the country=ide e.g. residential properties,
commnyﬁahnesmdmpbywdﬂdom.

As such, settlement boundanes should generally exclude:

Buildings, such as halls, large houses, hotels
hospitals and schools set m spacious grounds
on the edge of settlements where they are not
functionally related to the physical built form
of the settlement;

Domestic gardens of properties on the edge of
settlements which are extensive and are not
functionally related to the physical built form
of the settlement;

Cumlagsofpro]’ewontheedgeof
memn:wemdwuallyu

Smswhehmofmmsc\m

importance, designated green
mxs,ulhgemmdo&apochtsof
valuable amenity land such as woodlands,

many of which are covered by Tree
Preservation Orders;

Industnal or commercial uses on the edge of
settlements where they are not
related to the physical built form of the

Site currently outside but adjoming Site to be

settlement boundary and has an exasting | considered for

use which has a clear functional mclusion withm
boundary, subject
to assessment
agamst cnitena 2(b)

@

Site currently outside but adjoming Site 1s not mcluded

settlement boundary and has an exasting | within the

use whuch has no clear settlement

relationship with the exasting settlement | boundary
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d) Relationship to permanent physical
boundaries

Wherever practicable and appropniate, settlement
boundanes will follow well-defined physical features
which are durable and likely to be permanent. Apart
from being readily discernible and less open to dispute,
these boundanes usually represent the transition between
village or town and the neighbounng countryside.

M&awuwhﬂmnﬁﬂymmbkmd&dy
to be permanent include:

- Infrastructure: Motorway; public and made
roads or strongly defined footpath/track; a
railway lme; nver.

- Landformx Stream canal or other watercourse;
pronunent physical features (e.g. idgeline);

protected woodland hedge; existing
&\anhsuwglyesbbhshd,ngulz
consistent boundanes.
'Ihoseﬁatumswhchqum'soﬁ boundanes and
lack durability include
- Infrastructure: private/ unmade roads; power
hns,htlopmﬁwﬂwuk,mmhr
inconsistent or intermediate boundanes

- Natural: Field Boundary, Tree line

Existing settlement boundary relates to
durable / permanent features.

boundary, subject
to assessment
agamst other

gl

Existing settiement boundary does not
relate to durable / permanent features

Amend settlement
boundary to relate
to these features

wbuepracbcabh

mbyecno )
assessment aganst
cnitena 2(b) and (c)
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