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The Crowmarsh News team

The Crowmarsh News is run by the
Crowmarsh News Association, a group of
local volunteers — more help welcome!

Editorial and Layout: Caroline Campbell
and John Giriffin

Editorial support: Julian Park, James
Taylor, Toni Taylor, Jane Thrift and Revd
Kevin Beer

Advertising: Pat Shields
Distribution: Frank Sadler and the team

August 2022

The Crowmarsh News is a self-funded
publication, and we regret that we are unable
to accept unpaid advertising, even from local
businesses and societies.

We welcome material for inclusion but do not
necessarily endorse the views of contributors.
We reserve the right to refuse material or to
shorten contributions as may be appropriate:
editorial decisions are final

Useful telephone numbers

Emergency only 999
Crime Stoppers 0800 555 111

ADVERTISING RATES

The Crowmarsh News is distributed to over
800 households in Crowmarsh Gifford, North
Stoke and Mongewell.

Our rates for a one-eighth-page display
advertisement
(nominal 9cm wide x 7cm tall) are:

1 month — £8.50
3 months — £25.00
6 months — £45.00

Leaflet distribution

For a single sheet loose insert in the
Crowmarsh News (size up to A4), our current
rate is £30 for one month. Advertisers must
supply their own inserts (815 copies please).

Police non-emergency number 101
NHS non-emergency number 111

Next month’s issue

All new advertisements and all copy for the
September 2022 issue of Crowmarsh News
must reach us by our 20th August deadline.

For all items of news, articles or
correspondence, please e-mail

crowmarsh.editor@gmail.com
or deliver to the Editors at 57 The Street.
For all advertising, please contact
crowmarshadvertisers@gmail.com
or deliver to The Old School, Benson Lane.
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GARDEN, GROUNDS & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Based in Stadhampton we deliver

* Garden and Grounds Maintenance, Including
Ldying, pruning & mulching

*  Fencing, Turfing, Lawn Rapairs
* Hedge Cutting and Tree Work
* Drives, Patios end Landscaping
* House and Garden Clearance

*  Property Maintenance, inside & out
Give your garden a Spring Clgan!
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Welcoming Café specnahsmg in
healthy Vegetarian & Vegan food

Speciality Coffee & Teas
Delicious Breakfasts & Lunches
Artisan Bread & Pastries
Homemade Cakes
Super Smoothies
Amazing Ice Creams

53 St Mary's Street, Wallingford, OX10 OER
www.ribizli.co.uk — 07926 870082

HOMEBASE

PROPERTY

* WHATEVER YOUR PROPERTY NERDS =

01491 824470 | infodhb-pm.co.uk



Can you help us produce the
Crowmarsh News?

The small (and friendly!) team that produces
your Crowmarsh News every month is keen to
have some more members to share the work
of editing, compiling and delivering the
magazine. Both new and longer-standing
residents will be very welcome to join us.

If you would like to get involved or just find out
more about how we operate, please email
crowmarsh.editor@gmail.com or pop a note
through the door at 57 The Street, Crowmarsh
Gifford (Old Gardener’s Arms), or speak to any
member of the team (see front cover).

If you can help with distributing the Crowmarsh
News in your local street or neighbourhood,
particularly in the new developments, please
email crowmarsh.editor@gmail.com or contact
Frank Sadler, who coordinates the deliverers.

You don’t need lots of experience to help, just
to be enthusiastic and willing to spend a few
hours every few months on what we hope is or
will become your favourite village newsletter!

Help to run your Village Hall

Are you particularly interested in culture or
your community? If so you may wish to
consider joining the small group of volunteers
who administer the booking and running of the
Village Hall in Benson Lane. The hall has a
relatively modest capacity of 80 seated people.
It is nevertheless very popular and acts as a
central hub and meeting place for our growing
village.

We would particularly welcome younger
people or people who enjoy performing in
whatever capacity to contribute to an
expanding répertoire of activities in the future.
There are only 5 or 6 meetings a year so the
commitment is quite modest for what you can
contribute.

If you think that you might be interested,
please contact Mrs Sue Rance, the Parish
Council Clerk, as she also provides secretarial
services to the village hall committee, or call
Stephen Sherbourne, who chairs the
committee, on 07901 556395. Thank you.

Welcome to new residents

A warm welcome if you have moved into
Crowmarsh Gifford, Mongewell or North Stoke
recently, including all who have moved into
homes on the new residential estates as they
grow and become part of our community.

We hope you will be very happy here and
quickly become part of the Crowmarsh
community and join in local groups and
activities as you are able.

If you would like to help with the monthly
distribution of the Crowmarsh News in your
local street or neighbourhood, please contact
Frank Sadler or the editorial team — see the
front page.

Alongside WhatsApp and Facebook
neighbourhood groups, do use the pages of
Crowmarsh News to make contact with your
new neighbours. We are keen to see a wider
range of articles and news from across the
community: it is your Crowmarsh News.

Cholsey Repair Café

The next Cholsey Repair Café will be on
Saturday 17th September at the Cholsey
Pavilion, opening at 11.00, finishing at 13.45.
Early customers will be able to enjoy light
refreshments at the Cholsey Community Café
in the foyer next door.

Our service extends to surrounding villages,
although we would be more than happy to see
similar schemes coming into existence and will
be happy to share our experiences with
anyone wanting to set up their own repair café.

Sharpening of knives and tools has long been
popular, but we tackle a wide range of
electrical and mechanical problems, broken
toys, vacuum cleaners, food mixers and
household paraphernalia. Particular recent
successes have included an exercise treadmill
and a microwave oven that required special
internal fuses.

We aim to reduce waste, believing that a lot of
things aren’t as broken as they look.

Maybe we’ll see you next time. Details can
also be found at www.cholseyrepaircafe.com

lan Wheeler, Co-ordinator
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Team Vicar: The Revd Kevin Beer

The Vicarage, 34 Thames Mead,
Crowmarsh Gifford OX10 8EY

Tel: 01491 599873 (day off Monday)
Email: teamvicar@wallingfordcofe.org.uk
Blog: revkevbeer.blogspot.co.uk

St Mary Magdalene’s Church, Crowmarsh Gifford

August services (at St Mary Magdalene unless otherwise stated):

Sunday 7th 11am Family Service with Christening of Percy Stephenson
Saturday 13th 10.30am-12.30pm Crowmarsh Community Café at the Village Hall
Sunday 14th 11am Parish Communion

Sunday 21st 11am Parish Communion

Sunday 28th 10am Team Confirmation Service at St Mary-le-More, Wallingford
Sunday 31st 11am Parish Communion

Morning Prayer — every Friday at 9am

Evening Prayer — every Sunday at 6pm

Full details at www.wallingfordcofe.org.uk/calendar

The Vicar writes ...

| wonder how you reacted to the recent heatwave? Temperatures hit 40 degrees in England for
the first time ever, spontaneous fires started in some compost heaps and forests and scrub land
burned across Europe. Do we just accept this as the new normal, or worse, just another stage in
an ever-upward trend?

For a hundred years and more now we have been living in a new era which scientists call the
Anthropocene, in which one species, humankind, is shaping the earth and that shaping has
become more for harm than for good. We see that in the pollution in the oceans; in the invisible
blanket of greenhouse gases which is the cause of global warming; in pollution in cities which
causes tens of thousands of premature deaths each year; in the extinction of whole species; in
the rise of diseases which transfer from animals to humans and cause devastating pandemics.

We have only a limited time to take action. The world is not at present on course for net zero
emissions by 2050 and limiting global warming to 1.5 degrees: that target is slipping away from
us. It seems more likely that global warming will hit 2 degrees or higher by the second half of this
century, and the effects will be devastating for life on earth.

It's easy to be trapped by our despair and to do nothing. The problems seem so big. However,
change is possible. The Climate Change Committee in the UK estimate that more than 60% of
the change required to get to net zero involves personal behavioural change by individuals and
communities: change focused in the three areas of transport, home heating and diet. We are
largely in control.

Humanity can do this and there is a strong and deep possibility of change. We know how to work
with creation to do remarkable and beautiful things. The earth is the Lord’s but part of our
purpose is to shape the earth — but in good ways, in ways which preserve the diversity and
wonder of creation, in ways which are fair to all the people of the earth, in ways which protect the
earth, our fragile home, for future generations. All of God’s children have a right to clean air,
clean water and good access to nature. But will our actions follow these beliefs?

Blessings, Rev Kev
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Exciting developments at Crowmarsh recreation ground

Please bear with us as the parish council
begins redeveloping the pavilion and its
environs. The plan is to create new public
toilets, a new food servery with a hatch
opening onto an outdoor mezzanine table
area, and a new internal meeting room, which
is also linked to the servery.

The project will help us better utilise the
pavilion’s existing area, which includes two
unused changing areas, and increase the
facilities offered. The new disabled public toilet
will be served by a redesigned gently-sloped
ramp. Additional items will include outdoor
table tennis and additional planting.

This project is going ahead thanks to the
Parish Council’s Environment and Recreation
Committee winning around £140,000 in
external funding. This grant funding came from
the South Oxfordshire District Council capital
grants (where the project came first among all
the grant applications) and the FCC
Communities Foundation (£67,238), a not-for-
profit business that awards grants for
community projects through the Landfill
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Communities Fund. Together with £75,000
from the Parish Council, this has meant that
funding for the entire project has been
achieved.

David Rowley led the bids with help from the
Environment & Recreation Committee, with
our clerk Sue Rance patiently negotiating the
arduous online applications. The timings of the
grants have helped take account of increasing
material prices and allow for a new ramp for
disabled access. These followed an almost
two-year design and development period,
supported by architect Michael Simpson.

This is probably the most complex project the
Parish Council has undertaken in the past 30
years (remember we are all volunteers). It will
build on the success of the new play area, to
ensure the residents of Crowmarsh have
facilities second to none. All being well, we will
complete the work in November 2022.

Andrew Johnson

Chair, Environment and Recreation
Committee, Crowmarsh Parish Council




Past Times: Changes in The Street, Crowmarsh Gifford
By David Beasley

This photograph was taken in 1905, looking
towards Wallingford Bridge.

The first building on the left is George Phillips,
cabinetmaker: at the back of this property he
had a coffin-maker’s business.

Next door to Phillips lived Mr William Bowden,
a 27-year-old coach painter from Oxford.
Edmund Ponking lived next door: he was
employed as a bank clerk. Edmund Norris ran
his boot and shoe repair shop nextdoor.

The Game Cock Inn was nextdoor. The
licensing laws were different in Oxfordshire
and Berkshire, which meant the pubs in
Wallingford closed half an hour earlier (10.00
o'clock) than in Crowmarsh (10.30), so there
was rush of drinkers from Wallingford to
Crowmarsh for the extra half hour drinking!
The extra half-hour’s drinking was stopped
during the First World War. The landlord at the
time of this photograph Mark Wickens, a
former policeman from Kingsclere: his two
daughters worked behind the bar.

Percy Wilder lived next door with Albert
Newport, a 27-year-old wheelwright.

The next four houses, which were removed in
the 1970s and new houses built, were
occupied by Sophia Gamman, who took in
washing, George Wadley, a widower who
lived next to her, Charles Wheeler, a retired
coach painter, and Frank Wilder in the last
house.

During the flood of 1894, most the houses in
the photograph were flooded when the
Thames burst its banks.

David adds that he and Ann would like to
thank everyone for all their kindness, cards
and good wishes during his recent illness.



Could you be a Crowmarsh
school governor?

The Governors of Crowmarsh Gifford CE
Primary and Pre-School are looking for a new
school governor who can help us build on our
strength and expertise in three areas: HR,
Information Technology (IT) and Finance.

We would also like someone who is prepared,
in the course of time, to undertake the
Safeguarding Link and / or the SEN (Special
Educational Needs) governor role.

No special qualifications are needed and the
most important thing is to have a keen interest
in the school and be prepared to play an
active part in the governing body’s work.

All governors work collectively to support the
effective running of the school by ensuring the
school’s clarity of vision, ethos and strategic
direction, holding the headteacher to account
for the educational performance of the school
and its pupils, and overseeing the school’s
financial performance and making sure its
money is well spent.

Training is available for all school governors.
The work is rewarding, interesting and makes
a huge difference to the school, its pupils and
the local community.

We have about 236 children, who mostly live
nearby. Ours is a ‘good’ school, as rated by
Ofsted in 2017, but we believe that ‘better
never stops’ and we strive to ensure that the
school’s developmental journey goes from
strength to strength.

We invite applications from those who would
like to join us in contributing to the welfare and
education of our young people during their
formative years. So if you feel you have the
time and desire to make a difference, and
relevant experience in the areas needed, we
would be very keen to hear from you.

The closing date for applications is 12th
August 2022.

To find out more, please contact Angus
Brettell and Tim Crossingham via email:
office.3200@crowmarsh-gifford.oxon.sch.uk.
You might also like to visit the school’s
website at crowmarshgiffordprimary.com.

HOW SAFE IS YOUR
ELECTRIC BLANKET?

FREE ELECTRIC ELANKET CHECKS IN OXFORDSHIRE
Make sure your blanket t3 eate to use this winter.
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Library books to your door

If you or someone you know are finding it
difficult to get to the library, the Home Library
Service can help.

Run by Oxfordshire County Council, the Home
Library Service is completely free and delivers
books and other library materials to hundreds
of people across the county. Friendly
volunteers choose items you like and visit
every three weeks to deliver and collect them.

The service is open to people who struggle to
physically visit a library. It’s also available
short-term after illness or hospitalisation, and
to people with caring responsibilities.

To register simply call your local library or the
Home Library Service on 01865 810259
email homelibraryservice@oxfordshire.gov.uk
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/homelibraryservice

Voere ilkanry wrvice.

Sugensine
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IT and Networking Specialist
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Plumbing & Heating

A local Tamily business, based in
Crowmarsh GilTord, providing a professional
and quz-.lit*,' sarvice

ao:ler %mmnm Repairs & Mamuenance
Landlord Siafetv f“#.r‘tifmate:
General P!umbmg Maintenance & Repalrs
Heatlng System lnstaﬂatlon
Cylinder Repair & Replacement
Speaausts in QIL & GAS

T 01491 324486 M 07737 788773
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A Family Run Business

Carpet Wood
Karndean Vinyl

Free fitting on carpet orders over £150
16 High Street, Goring. 01491 454095

beaconflooring@aol.co.uk
www.beaconflooring.co.uk

Carpet & hard floor care

Vacuum cleaners, bags, filters, spares & repairs

Carpet cleaning machines, shampoos & deodorisers
Rotary floor polishers, pads, wax & polish, Scrubber-driers

CLEAN MACHINE sice & sates

01491 825600 www.machinesthatclean.com

. OX4

D.S. HUTTON

FLOORING

CARPETS & VINYLS
SUPPLIED & FITTED

HOME ESTIMATES

Mobile: 07840 678145
Home: 01865 299107

Email: david.hutton18@talktalk.net
4 Shuttleworth Close, OX10 8FS
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Manor Café
at Howbery
Open: 9am-4pm, Mon-Fri

@ Hot and cold drinks, i
homemade cakes: all day

« Breakfast: 9.00am -10.30am

# Paninis, baguettes and baps:
11.00am - 2.00pm

# Hot and cold lunch options:

| 11.30am - 1.30pm )

Oirder cnfne or 8t serdice counter
Ohudsache and oo sealing anesas
Takeway serice | Beautiul grounds | Arrpls parking

www.howberypark.com

Establishad 1983 (_,_-f_}b

Roy Wmdeba/nk/
AUTO ENGINEER

www.roywindebank.co.uk
roysworkshop@gmail.com

ALL YOUR MOTORING NEEDS IN ONE STOP!
From a light bulb, a new engine to an MOT, we have
everything covered, call or visit us today!

) Servicing & Repairs «» Welding

o MOT's o Diagnostics

0 Tyres o Batteries

) Brakes, Clutches <y Wiper Blades
& Exhausts & Bulbs

01491 652345

Kentwood Farm, Papist Way, Cholsey OX10 9LJ

DIRTY CARPETS? GRUBBY UPHOLSTERY?

BUSTERS

YOUR LOGAL PROFESSIONAL CLEANING FIRM

AV rimadosters.co Lk

PROFESSIONAL WET OR DAY CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING AT UNBEATABLE RATES

For free a6timatss or advice, please call:
Oxford {01865) 726983 Abingdon (01235) 555533
Witney (01993) 868924

: ) * L
» PLANT &TOOI HIRE « TRADE & DIY »
W ave the hire specialiss and stock ail your
needs - frem Aand tools o torkin trurss

Senice second Lo none. Compelitive prices,

Delivery and collection service,

Cpeo: M -Fro 7 Yiam < Sam Salurgay S osiam
PARKING A PLEASURE!

DIDCOT/IHIIR
EENH/PLANT

Didcot Plant Lid, Basil Hill Road, Didcot
05235 814000
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PILATES ¢

FOR ALL YOUR PROPERTY : on thE‘ green
NEEDS, CONTACT THE .
LOCAL EXPERTS TODAY

K ywou suffer fram back pain, stiff joints or just faal out of
oAby shape, Pilates is a gentle & highly elective way to

E: wallingford @thomasmerrifield.co.uk . o .
improve strenpth. flaxikility. posture & well-baing.
72 High Street, Wallingford, Oxon, OXI10 0BX

e We are a friendly, well=established & spacious studio in
Wallingford welcoming cliants of all apes and abilitias.

G "'f d . Ballet Barre Pilates Classes — NEW!
a I or ] Group Matwork Classes

Mini D.gger with 0pe|\ator . Parsonally Tallored Equipment

Sessions

Block Paving _

D - 1-2-1 Appointments
meways Flease contact us bo discuss how you could benefit from
é Patios Filates|
FEﬂCiﬂg Hllary: 077592481 30 !/ 01481 526286

hilary@pilatesonthegresn.co.uk

DI‘Op Kerbs wan pilatesontheqgreen. co.uk

Groundwork

WEPS
VWALLINGFORD ELEC, & PLUMBING SUFFLIES

G a Plumbing
Fire and Security

Call: 01491 835875

Email - reception@groupga.co.uk

OPEN TO THE
TRADE & PUBLIC

. 01491 827825

B SALES@WEPS.ORG.UK

OUTCOMES GROUP  unit H Moses Winter Way, Wallingford, 010 9FE UNITI MOSES WINTER WAY
l’ e Fireplace 4%
HowarD CHADWICK ﬁ Py
. Magic)ms
p— Woodburners,
A caring family owned and managed Funeral Service Fires & Fireplaces
+ Dedicated Private Chapel of Rest « s Wistallstice
* Golden Charter Pre Paid Funeral Plans + » HETAS registered

» Woodbumer servicing

+ Specialists in Memorial Stones and Designs «
¢ Chimney sweeping

33 Benson Lane, Crowmarsh, Showraom gl 43 Prospect Street, Caversham RG4 88
Waﬂlngfo:d 0OX10 8ED ' i=zlephone; 0113 2463060
Tel: 01491 826222 " www.fireplacemagic.co.uk
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Corn Exchange listings
Cinema

Performances normally start at 7.30pm.
Tickets £8 for Adults and £5 for under 15s.
Monday 1st August, McEnroe (15)

Tuesday 2nd, Brian and Charles (PG)
Wednesday 3rd, The Railway Children, the
original version (U)

Thursday 4th, Brian and Charles

Friday 5th to Tuesday 9th inclusive, The
Railway Children Return

Wednesday 10th, Top Gun (12A) 2-for-1 offer
Thursday 11th, Top Gun Maverick (12A)
2-for-1 offer

Friday 12th to Monday 15th inclusive, Where
the Crawdads Sing (15)

Tuesday 16th and Wednesday 17th, Notre
Dame on Fire (12A)

Thursday 18th, Drawn to War (PG)

Friday 19th, Eiffel (15)

Live screenings

Saturday 6th August, 8:30pm, Westlife from
Wembley.

Coming soon

Friday 2nd and Saturday 3rd September
Bunkfest comes to the Corn Exchange, in the
foyer and auditorium.

Thursday 8th September, 7pm, Much Ado
about Nothing, live from the National Theatre

Saturday 10th September, 7:45pm, The Simon
and Garfunkel Story, live on stage at the Corn
Exchange, All tickets £17.50

Thursday 13th September, 7pm, La Bohéme,
recorded live at Glyndebourne.

Wednesday 28th September to Saturday 1st
October, The Sinodun Players present Twelfth
Night live on stage. Shakespeare’s classic
comedy of love and deception is transported to
the Art Deco period of the 1920s in the
sumptuous Hotel lllyria on the Italian Riviera.
Tickets £9 (first night), £12 (all other
performances).

We still ask patrons to sanitise their hands and
wear a face covering inside the building.
Please see updates for the programme on the
website www.cornexchange.org.uk. The
theatre will be closed for annual maintenance
from Saturday 20th to Sunday 28th August.
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Parish Council notes

Crowmarsh Parish Council met at North Stoke
Village Hall on Thursday 7th July. Present
were Councillors Stephen Sherbourne (Chair),
Andrew Johnson, Stuart Soames, David
Rowley and Liz Ryall, Parish Clerk Sue
Rance, Finance Officer Yvonne Peet and
District Councillor Sue Cooper plus one
member of the public.

Finance

The council agreed a donation of £300 to
Oxfordshire Association for the Blind, and to
give £222.22 towards the North Stoke Jubilee
Party and £58.36 to the Mongewell Jubilee
Party (see the previous Crowmarsh News).

Payments agreed included £7,228.16 as
required third-party contribution to the grant-
givers FCC and £1,777.93 architect’s fees
(both for the pavilion project), £1,708
consultation fees and £1,027.20 for lighting
assessment and design for the proposed
zebra crossing at The Bell, £510 for drain
clearing at the pavilion, £336 for mower
repairs and £75 for repairs to the bus shelter
at North Stoke.

Planning
Decisions by SODC

P22/S1705/FUL: Change of Use of Former
SODC office site for a grounds maintenance
depot consisting of 5 shipping containers for
storage, welfare unit, fuel storage and skip
area. Permission granted for two years from
start of activity.

Consultations

P22/S21176/HH Detached garage at North
Stoke Farm, The Street, North Stoke. No
strong views.

P22/S2233/FUL Proposed two-storey single
dwelling. Demolish rear single storey
extension. Existing garage and dwelling
retained. Recommend refusal due to over-
development of the site and its proximity to the
A4074 Portway.

P22/S2320/FUL Erection of a two-storey,
detached dwelling with garden and attached
garage at land adjacent to Jasmin Mews, The
Street, Crowmarsh. Noted that a similar
application had already been approved, but



object due to over-intensive development of
the site which would restrict access by
emergency vehicles.

District Council report

District Cllir Cooper reported that
improvements to the riverside pools and
campsite are under way and there are plans to
introduce swimming lessons for children and
aqua classes. The temperature of the
swimming pool has been reduced by two
degrees and it is planned to cover the pool
when not in use to retain the heat. The splash
park is to be improved for the benefit of small
children. A special effort is being made to
improve the cleanliness of the facilities and it is
hoped to provide a kiosk café near the splash
park.

Clir Ryall reported that work on the pumping
station at Newnham Farm has been paused,
awaiting Thames Water being available to
connect it. Clir Cooper reported on a proposal
to ensure that Thames Water has capacity to
deal with the requirements of all the new
housing.

County Council report

A report had been received from County Clir
Bloomfield. The old access road to the
Riverside Park has now been closed.

Environment and recreation

SCM has started work on the pavilion
improvement project and this is going well.
FCC has agreed to award the full amount of
the grant requested (£67,238.74). A meeting
has been held to discuss the management of
the project. It was unanimously agreed to
construct the extended patio and improved
wheelchair ramp. The cost of the whole project
will amount to approximately £235,500.

Traffic and transport

A total of 23 residents had responded in favour
of the 20mph speed limit on residential streets,
following the article in the previous Crowmarsh
News and no objections had been received.

No action has yet been taken on a dropped
kerb crossing at North Stoke but plans are in
hand to repeat the speed surveys in two
locations along the Wallingford Road.

Clir Sherbourne has emailed the roads policing
department about the council’s request for

additional speed surveys at Portway and on
the A4130. The police have confirmed that
they ceased carrying out speed checks at
Portway in 2019.

A resident who was present at the meeting
reported that he had recorded motorbike noise
of 115 decibels at Crowmarsh Hill. There are
bikes reaching 85mph in the 30mph limit. Clir
Johnson suggested filming on the A4074
Portway and District Cllr Powell has a media
contact who might assist with this. It was
agreed to give Thames Valley Police a chance
to take action first.

No response has yet been received from OCC
to the emailed list of highways issues to be
addressed: the Clerk will chase this up.

Reports

Clir Sherbourne reported on a meeting he had
attended at Wallingford Town Hall, organised
by the Town Council, to plan for Wallingford in
ten years’ time. ltems discussed included
improved cycle/footpath routes, smaller buses
and an eco swimming pool.

Clir Johnson reported that the Emery-Owen
Trust is keen to hear from local organisations
who might benefit from financial support.
Interested parties were advised to write to him
at 9 Thames Mead and request a grant.

Next meeting

The next parish council meeting will be held at
Crowmarsh Gifford Village Hall on Thursday
4th August, starting at 7.30pm. Please let the
parish clerk know if you would like to attend.

There is still a vacancy on the council: if you
are interested, please contact the Parish Clerk
or speak to any councillor.

Parish Clerk: Mrs Sue Rance, 2 Home Farm,
Crowmarsh Gifford, OX10 8EL, email:
crowmarshparishclerk@gmail.com

Chairman: John Giriffin, 29 Thames Mead,
email: johngriffin@phonecoop.coop

Please see the parish website for the
latest on many local matters:
www.crowmarshgifford.org.uk
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Cholsey Village Show

The Cholsey Show will be held on Saturday
27th August 2022, 12 - 5pm on the Cholsey
Recreation Ground

There are loads of classes to enter including
Vegetables, Flowers, Domestic Produce,
Handicrafts, Photography and Children's
Classes, all with free entry.

Refreshments, local ales and BBQ plus
entertainment including dog show and music
from Cholsey Silver Band.

Show schedules are now available from the
Cholsey HortSoc Store, Park's Butchers,
Cholsey Library and online at
www.cholseyhortsoc.co.uk

Concerts@Cholsey

Anyone who came to our first concert in
October 2019 will remember Sandy Stanage,
who generously filled a support spot and
entranced our audience with his guitar playing
and good humour. It was a foregone
conclusion that he would be invited back—but
we have managed to do even better than that,
because Sandy will be performing alongside
the legendary Sylvia Barnes at the Cholsey
Pavilion on Saturday 10th September.

Sandy and Sylvia were both members of
ground-breaking Scottish band Kentigern
before pursuing different musical paths. Sylvia
and her late husband Jim played in The
Battlefield Band and were hugely popular in
their own right until Jim’s untimely death in
2004. In 2006, Sylvia was voted Scottish
Singer of the Year.

Concerts@Cholsey is delighted to present this
accomplished musical alliance and urge you to
book as early as you can. Support will be
provided in the form of the scintillating fiddle
and melodeon playing of Shivelight. Tickets
are just £10 if booked in advance, or £12 at
the door. We have level access, free parking,
a reasonably priced real-ale (and real cider)
bar and a welcoming atmosphere. Doors open
at 7.00 for 7.45 start. Contact 01491 652295
or concerts@cholsey.com for personal service
or visit Eventbrite for tickets. We look forward
to the pleasure of your company.
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Sue Ryder Starlight Hike
Thames Valley

Sign up to Sue
Ryder Starlight
Hike Thames
Valley and walk
5km under the
stars to
celebrate the
memory of your
loved one this
October. Get
together with
family and
friends to
remember
someone
special, raise
funds and help
Sue Ryder
create a future where everyone has access to
care and support at the end of their life or
following a bereavement.

Join hundreds of other supporters at Sue
Ryder Starlight Hike Thames Valley on
Saturday 22nd October 2022.

Taking place at Pangbourne College, Sue
Ryder Starlight Hike Thames Valley will follow
a 5k route around the beautiful grounds.
During your walk, there will be an opportunity
to place a dedication in memory of someone
special.

Crossing the finishing line, you will be
rewarded with a well-deserved medal and the
knowledge that you’ve done something
amazing to remember those close to you.

The funds raised will help Sue Ryder to
provide even more expert and compassionate
care, ensuring that the end of people’s lives
can be filled with friendship, family and love in
those final moments together.

Sign up now at sueryder.org/
thamesvalleystarlight or contact Sue Ryder’s
Thames Valley fundraising team via email
thamesvalley.fundraising@sueryder.org or call
0118 9550433. Tickets are £15 for adults and
£6 for children aged 6-12. Children under six
go free. Family and group ticket options are
also available.


http://www.cholseyhortsoc.co.uk
mailto:concerts@cholsey.com
http://www.sueryder.org/thamesvalleystarlight
http://www.sueryder.org/thamesvalleystarlight
mailto:thamesvalley.fundraising@sueryder.org

John Howell MP writes...

| write my newsletter in the middle of the
month. Although | usually try to avoid comment
on party political issues, this time around | can
hardly avoid this as | am caught up in the
midst of the elections for a new leader for the
Conservative Party (and hence the new Prime
Minister to succeed Boris Johnson).

Some people have wanted me to comment on
every twist and turn of events, that eventually
led to the Boris Johnson announcing his
intention to stand down as Prime Minster. To
the frustration of many | refused to do so.

Whilst in the end | joined those who felt that it
was time for him to step down for the sake of
the country and for a successful Government, |
do deplore the way in which it came about.

Similarly, as far as | am able, | am keeping out
of the fray in the election of our new leader. Of
course, | will have to make my choice, but | will
not join in seeking to discredit candidates.
Each must be considered on their merit for the
role rather than against negative aspects of
others. | do not underestimate the importance
of who is our next Prime Minister and the
integrity with which a campaign is carried out
says much about the person.

| am also looking to see that the Conservative
Manifesto on which | was elected at the last
General Election is honoured and as such, can
reassure those who have written to me on
individual manifesto issues that they would like
to see remain as live issues.

Now on to other things. In the constituency
there are many families who choose to home
school their children. The Schools Bill raises
some concerns for them which | appreciate.
Following a mass meeting in Westminster of
MPs and constituents from across the country,
| was asked to take the lead in presenting a
parliamentary petition to the House on their
behalf. | will publish the Minister’s response on
my website when it is received.

Also, with children in mind, | know that many
share the concerns over the harm that young
people can face online. This is, of course, an
issue which affects adults too. The Online
Safety Bill is welcome in its work to make the
UK the safest place to be online, whilst also
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defending free expression. This will be
regulated by Ofcom who will have the power to
levy fines of £18m or 10% of a company’s
annual global turnover.

There is also local interest in the Levelling Up
and Regeneration Bill especially aspects
relating to planning. The Bill is currently at
Committee Stage where each line of the Bill is
scrutinised. We will soon come to the
parliamentary recess, during which time
committees do not sit and so no further
progress will be made on Bills currently before
Parliament until the House returns in
September.

Although during recess the House does not sit,
Ministers continue the work of their
Departments and MPs continue with their work
with more of a constituency focus. My office
will remain open to assist with personal issues
where possible although some of my team will
be taking a well-earned break.

If there is an issue that concerns you please
do share your thoughts. Email is the easiest
way in you have access to that. My email
address is john.howell.mp@parliament.uk

Alternatively, you can write to me at the House
of Commons (House of Commons, London,
SW1A 0AA) or my constituency office (PO Box
84, Watlington, OX49 5XD). Correspondence
sent through the post takes longer to reach me
as it has to go through offsite security
scanning. If you would like to know more about
my work on behalf of the Government and the
Constituency, please do look at my website
which is regularly updated. The address is
www.johnhowellmp.com. Further details of the
work of Parliament is at www.parliament.uk.

To book Crowmarsh Gifford Village
Hall for birthday parties and events

Call Chris Strange on 07711 904252
or email: cvhbookings@gmail.com

To book the pavilion or hardcourt on the
Recreation ground in Crowmarsh Gifford

Phone Chris Strange on 07711 904252, or
email chrisstrange47@gmail.com
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WHAT’S ON — AUGUST 2022

Regular events and meetings

Every Friday 9.30-12.00 Walllingford Country Market St Mary-le-More Church, Wallingford
Every Saturday [10.00-12.00 WAGS Store open Centre 70, Wallingford
Most Saturdays [10.00-13.00 Local Producers’ Market Centre 70 (in the Market Place on the

first Saturday of the month)

Various days

Differing times

Didcot and Wallingford Ramblers

www.ramblers.org.uk/didcot-wallingford

Every Sunday 11.00 onwards Parish Communion. Family service |St Mary Magdalene’s Church,
first Sunday of month. See page 4 |Crowmarsh Gifford
Mainly Thursdays [Varying times CTC Wallingford cycle rides www.ctcwallingford.org.uk

Various days

\arious times

Cholsey and Wallingford Heritage
Railway

www.cholsey-wallingford-railway.com

This month

Wednesday 3rd  |14.00 onwards U3A: The Wildlife on your Doorstep |Crowmarsh Gifford Village Hall

Thursday 4th 19.30 onwards Crowmarsh Parish Council Meeting |Crowmarsh Gifford Village Hall

Saturday 13th 10.30-12.30 Crowmarsh Community Café Crowmarsh Gifford Village Hall

Saturday 20th 20.00 onwards Concert: The Band of Music, St Mary-le-More Church, Wallingford

specialists in Baroque music

Saturday 20th 11.00—16.00 Big Art Day Wallingford Museum

Saturday 20th 19.00 onwards The Wallingford Fryer Cholsey and Wallingford Heritage
Railway

Saturday 27th 12.00 - 17.00 Cholsey Village Show (see p. 13) Cholsey Recreation Ground

Monday 29th Afternoon / evening |Bank Holiday Cream Teas Cholsey and Wallingford Heritage
Railway

September

Thursday 1st

19.30 onwards

Crowmarsh Parish Council Meeting

Crowmarsh Gifford Village Hall

Friday 2nd to
Sunday 4th

Most of the time

Bunkfest Music Festival
including railway operation

Kinecroft and throughout Wallingford

Wednesday 7th

14.00 onwards

U3A: The Watlington Viking Hoard

Crowmarsh Gifford Village Hall

Saturday 10th

19.00 for 19.45

Concerts@Cholsey: Sandy Stanage
and Sylvia Barnes (see p. 13)

Cholsey Pavilion

Saturday 17th

11.00—13.45

Cholsey Repair Café (see p. 3)

Cholsey Pavilion

Printing by Albry Design & Print, 73 Fir Tree Ave, Wallingford OX10 OPB — tel. (01491) 836282
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