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Issue 520                              October 2022 

The Crowmarsh News team 

The Crowmarsh News is run by the           

Crowmarsh News Association, a group of 

local volunteers ð more help welcome! 

Editorial and Layout: Caroline Campbell 

and John Griffin  

Editorial support: Toni and James Taylor, 

Julian Park, Revd Kevin Beer and Jane 

Thrift  

Advertising: Pat Shields 

Distribution: Frank Sadler and the team 

The Crowmarsh News is a self-funded 

publication, and we regret that we are unable  

to accept unpaid advertising, even from local 

businesses and societies. 

We welcome material for inclusion but do not 

necessarily endorse the views of contributors. 

We reserve the right to refuse material or to 

shorten contributions as may be appropriate: 

editorial decisions are final. 

Next monthôs issue 

All new advertisements and all copy for the 

November 2022 issue of Crowmarsh News 

must reach us by our 20th October deadline. 

For all items of news, articles or 

correspondence, please e-mail 

crowmarsh.editor@gmail.com 

or deliver to the Editors at 57 The Street. 

For all advertising, please contact 

crowmarshadvertisers@gmail.com 

or deliver to The Old School, Benson Lane. 

ADVERTISING RATES 

The Crowmarsh News is distributed to over 
800 households in Crowmarsh Gifford, North 

Stoke and Mongewell. 

Our rates for a one-eighth-page display 
advertisement  

(nominal 9cm wide x 7cm tall) are: 

1 month ð Ã8.50 
3 months ð Ã25.00 
6 months ð Ã45.00 

Leaflet distribution 

For a single sheet loose insert in the       
Crowmarsh News (size up to A4), our current 
rate is Ã30 for one month. Advertisers must 
supply their own inserts (840 copies please). 

Useful telephone numbers 
Emergency only   999 

Crime Stoppers    0800 555 111 

Police non-emergency number   101  

NHS non-emergency number      111 
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Welcome to new residents 

A warm welcome if you have just moved into 

Crowmarsh Gifford, Mongewell or North Stoke, 

including all who have moved into homes on 

the new residential estates as they grow and 

become part of our community. We hope you 

will be very happy here and quickly become 

part of the Crowmarsh community and join in 

local groups and activities as you are able, and 

come to this monthôs community caf® on 

Saturday 8th October if you can. 

If you would like to help with the monthly 

distribution of the Crowmarsh News in your 

local street or neighbourhood, please contact 

Frank Sadler or the editorial team ð see the 

front page.  

Alongside WhatsApp and Facebook 

neighbourhood groups, do use the pages of 

Crowmarsh News to make contact with your 

new neighbours. We are keen to see a wider 

range of articles and news from across the 

community: it is your Crowmarsh News. 

 

News of Crowmarsh News!  

The Crowmarsh News Association, the small 

team that produces your Crowmarsh News 

every month, is very grateful to Crowmarsh 

Parish Council for granting us Ã1500 to bridge 

the gap between a fall in advertising income 

since the pandemic and a significant rise in 

printing costs (mainly because we are now 

distributing more copies ī free ī to the new 

homes in the parish). This grant will enable us 

to publish a 20-page issue more often, and to 

upgrade our very slow laptop.  

The team is very keen to find a few more 

members to share the work of editing, 

compiling and delivering the magazine. If you 

have recently moved to the area, or if you 

have been a Crowmarsh resident for many 

years, you will be equally welcome to join us. 

If you would like to get involved or want to find 

out more, email crowmarsh.editor@gmail.com 

or pop a note through the door at 57 The 

Street, Crowmarsh Gifford (Old Gardenerôs 

Arms), or speak to any member of the team. 

You donôt need lots of experience, just a 

willingness to spend a few hours to help 

produce your local newsletter. 

A personal appeal to contact 

former Crowmarsh residents 

Alistair Clements is trying to renew contact 

with John and Brenda Williams or their 

daughters Andrea and Clare. They lived in 

Crowmarsh until the early 1980s and then 

moved to Canada. 

If anyone can shed any light on their current 

whereabouts, Alistair would be very grateful. 

Please send any relevant information to 

crowmarsh.editor@gmail.com. 

 

Bin collection day changing 

From the week starting 10th October, SODC 

contractors Biffa are rationalising their waste 

and recycling collection rounds to make them 

more efficient and the collection day in some 

areas of the parish is changing (e.g. from 

Tuesday to Thursday). Residents will have had 

a letter to advise them, but if in doubt please 

contact the waste team on 03000 610610 

or email admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk.  

 

Citizens Advice ð 
Warm Home Discount 
rules updated  

As winter approaches, many 

people will be nervously 

anticipating the cold weather and its inevitable 

effect on their heating bills. The Warm Home 

Discount (WHD) was introduced in 2011 to 

offset some of this burden. 

For 2022-2023 there have been a couple of 

significant changes to the WHD: the number of 

energy suppliers participating in the scheme 

will increase, and those on disability benefits 

who donôt have low incomes or high energy 

costs will no longer receive the WHD. 

The value of the WHD payment is currently 

Ã150. Nobody has to apply in order to receive 

it, with the exception of those living in mobile 

homes on a park home site (see below). The 

payment is credited automatically to the 

consumerôs electricity supply account (or credit 

is directly applied to a pre-payment meter), 

and energy suppliers have to make this 

payment by 31st March each year.  

mailto:crowmarsh.editor@gmail.com
mailto:crowmarsh.editor@gmail.com


4 

 

Eligibility for the WHD is ascertained by data-

matching between energy suppliers and 

government departments. There are three 

eligible groups of consumers: low-income 

pensioner households, low-income people on 

some means-tested benefits, and households 

with high energy costs, determined by the type 

of property you live in, especially its age and 

its floor area (based on information supplied by 

the Valuation Office Agency or the Land 

Registry). There is an alternative form of WHD 

for those living in mobile homes on park home 

sites: for more information about this, visit 

www.gov.uk and search for ñWarm Home 

Discountò.  

You can also see www.citizensadvice.org.uk 

and look for ñCheck if youôll get the Warm 

Home Discount in 2022ò. The Citizens Advice 

consumer helpline is 0808 223 1133 and our 

Adviceline is 0808 278 7907 if you have other 

concerns about energy costs. 

 

Wallingford 

Country 

Market 

The Country Market is open every Friday 
morning in St. Mary-le-More Church (behind 
the Town Hall) between 9.30 and 12 noon, 
where we sell a range of baking, plants and 
other produce, preserves, honey, eggs (when 
available) and crafts. The market has been a 
popular feature of the town for nearly 50 years. 

We are sorry to say that the number of bakers 
has decreased. So, although plants, produce 
and crafts will still be available every week, 
from October the bakery table will only be 
available on the first and third Fridays of each 
month: 7th & 21st October, 4th & 18th 
November and 2nd & 16th December. There 
will be a special óApple Dayô on 7th October 
and an extra special Christmas Market on 23rd 
December, the last market of the year. 18th 
November is when we start taking Christmas 
orders for most baked items we sell, and the 
market returns after the Christmas break on 
Friday 20th January 2023. 

Baking will only be available each Friday in 
future if we can recruit new bakers. So, if you 
love to cook, (sweet or savoury), and feel that 
you may like to join us, please contact Alison 
(our Market Manager) on 01491-681596 or 

pop into the market one Friday morning and 
speak with her or any of the bakers. You would 
not necessarily have to bake every week, but 
any additional help will be very much 
appreciated. 

Wallingford Photographic Club 

Wallingford Photographic Club is now back at 

Crowmarsh Pavilion for the season. Our 

inclusive club allows people of all ages and 

levels of experience to meet and to learn how 

to improve their photography by conversations 

with other members, presentations by visiting 

speakers, practical evenings and regular 

competitions. The club meets every Thursday 

at 7.30pm for an 8pm start (7.45pm start on 

competition evenings) and weôll have a few 

Zoom-only sessions later in the season. 

Our sessions in October will take us to Japan 

on the 6th (with Ric Gillams), our resident 

(retired) judge Gordon Roberts takes us 

through a critique of our own images on the 

13th, on 20th Helen Webb will take us óFrom 

Humble Beginnings ï a journey from ñA Bird 

on a Stickò to óHigh Keyô, and finally on 27th 

Neil Cave joins us from Timeline Events, with 

a talk entitled, ñInspire, Capture, Printò! 

Join us for any or all of these. See 

wallingfordphoto.club for more information. 

Henley and District Stamp Club 

The evenings are rapidly drawing in, so time to 

think of a new hobby. If you are interested in 

anything to do with the post, stamps, old 

letters, postcards or would like to know more, 

come to Bix one Wednesday evening to find 

an absorbing and varied hobby. You will also 

have the opportunity to do research into 

different aspects of óphilatelyó. Help and advice 

is willingly given. 

Wednesday 12th October: An experimental 

evening trying out PowerPoint for our displays. 

Wednesday 26th October: Members evening, 

Telling a story in two A4 pages or one A3, 

illustrated with different philatelic items. 

Meetings are on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday 

of each month at Bix Village Hall at 7.30 p.m. 

Visitors and new members are welcome. For 

further details please phone 01491 681739 or 

see our website www.henleyphilatelic.org.uk. 

http://www.gov.uk
https://www.wallingfordphoto.club/
http://www.henleyphilatelic.org.uk
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St Mary Magdaleneôs Church, Crowmarsh Gifford  

The Vicar writes é 
Thank you to all who left messages in our Book of Condolence for HM Queen Elizabeth II.  The 
flowers and the tributes from our Crowmarsh School children made the church a very special 
place for remembrance and reflection, especially for those who were unable to travel to London 
or Windsor. Amongst all the pageantry of a monarchôs funeral was a family mourning the loss of a 
mother and (great) grandmother. Many were reminded of the loss of their own loved ones. I hope 
that the church services at Westminster Abbey and St Georgeôs will have helped us all through 
the mourning process, and that the Christian hope of resurrection would have brought comfort 
and strength to many more of the billions who watched around the world. Indeed, this would have 
been the Queenôs prayer as she said in one of her Christmas broadcasts: 

óI hope that, like me, you will be comforted by the example of Jesus of Nazareth who, 
often in circumstances of great adversity, managed to live an outgoing, unselfish and 
sacrificial life. Countless millions of people around the world continue to celebrate his 
birthday at Christmas, inspired by his teaching. He makes it clear that genuine human 
happiness and satisfaction lie more in giving than receiving; more in serving than in being 
served. We can surely be grateful that, two thousand years after the birth of Jesus, so 
many of us are able to draw inspiration from his life and message, and to find in him a 
source of strength and courage.ô 

The prayer of our National Anthem was answered: our Queen reigned over us for a very long 
time; she was ógraciousô and ónobleô and óvictoriousô in the things that really matter ï hope and 
faith in Christ, love of God and of the people sheôs been empowered to serve. As we get used to 
the new (or old) words to this familiar tune, we now pray this also for King Charles III. 

As we enter this new era, we are painfully aware of the cost of living crisis, affecting so many 
individuals, small businesses, schools, care-homes and charities around us. Our Harvest Festival 
Family Service on Sunday 2nd October is an opportunity to give thanks for the food that we often 
take for granted in our society and to share a small proportion with those less fortunate than 
ourselves via the Wallingford Foodbank. Similarly, as the nights draw in and the clocks change, 
please look out for any neighbours who risk their health with limited heating. Although we canôt 
afford to keep the church building open as a warm place, as a community we will always be 
welcoming and offer what help we can, so feel free to contact me. 

Blessings, Rev Kev 

Team Vicar: The Revd Kevin Beer 
The Vicarage, 34 Thames Mead,  
Crowmarsh Gifford OX10 8EY 

Tel: 01491 599873 (day off Monday) 
Email: teamvicar@wallingfordcofe.org.uk 

Blog: revkevbeer.blogspot.co.uk 

October services and events (at St Mary Magdalene unless otherwise stated): 

Sunday 2nd  11am  Harvest Festival Family Service  

Saturday 8th  10.30am-12.30pm  Crowmarsh Community Caf® at the Village Hall 

Sunday 9th  11am  Parish Communion 

Sunday 16th  11am  Parish Communion  

Sunday 23rd  11am  Bible Sunday Family Communion  

Sunday 30th  11am  All Saintsô Festival Communion  

Morning Prayer ï every Friday at 9am 

Evening Prayer ï every Sunday at 6pm (BST) / 4pm (GMT)  

Full details at www.wallingfordcofe.org.uk/calendar  

mailto:teamvicar@wallingfordcofe.org.uk
http://revkevbeer.blogspot.com/
http://www.wallingfordcofe.org.uk/calendar
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Past Times: By David Beasley  

In remembrance of Queen Elizabeth II, this month we are simply printing some photos of 

Her Majestyôs visit to Wallingford and Crowmarsh in 1956. 

During her visit, the Queen unveiled a memorial 

to 800 years of Wallingfordôs royal charter and 

signed the visitorsô book at Howbery Park in 

Crowmarsh. 
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Could you be a Crowmarsh 

school governor? 

The Governors of Crowmarsh Gifford CE 

Primary and Pre-School are looking for a new 

school governor to join us in contributing to the 

welfare and education of young people during 

their formative years and help us build our 

strength and expertise in three areas: HR, 

Information Technology (IT) and Finance. 

We would also like someone who is prepared, 

in the course of time, to undertake the 

Safeguarding Link and/or the SEN (Special 

Educational Needs) governor role.  

We are an enthusiastic and committed group 

of 10 governors currently who work collectively 

to support the effective running of the school 

by ensuring the schoolôs clarity of vision, ethos 

and strategic direction, holding the head 

teacher to account for the educational 

performance of the school and its pupils, and 

overseeing the schoolôs financial performance 

and making sure its money is well spent. 

No special qualifications are needed and 

training is available for all school governors. 

The work is rewarding, interesting and makes 

a huge difference to the school, its pupils and 

the local community.  

We have about 236 children, who mostly live 

nearby. Ours is a ógoodô school, as rated by 

Ofsted in 2017, but we believe that óbetter 

never stopsô and we strive to work closely with 

all stakeholders to ensure that the schoolôs 

development goes from strength to strength.   

We invite applications from those who would 

like to join us in contributing to the welfare and 

education of our young people during their 

formative years. So if you feel you have the 

time and desire to make a difference, and 

relevant experience in the areas needed, we 

would be very keen to hear from you.  

Please let us know by 31st October if you are 

interested. 

To find out more, please contact Angus Brettell 

and Tim Crossingham via email: 

office.3200@crowmarsh-gifford.oxon.sch.uk. 

You might also like to visit the schoolôs  

website at crowmarshgiffordprimary.com. 

Library books to your door 

If you or someone you know find it difficult to 

get to the library, the Home Library Service run 

by Oxfordshire County Council can help.  

The service is completely free and delivers 

books and other library materials to hundreds 

of people across the county. Friendly 

volunteers choose items you like and visit 

every three weeks to deliver and collect them. 

The service is open to people who struggle to 

physically visit a library. Itôs also available short

-term after illness or hospitalisation, and to 

people with caring responsibilities.  

To register simply call your local library or the 

Home Library Service on 01865 810259 

email homelibraryservice@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/homelibraryservice 

 

 

 #yogaforhealthiergenerations 
 

Lizaôs Yoga 
 Chair yoga & Lunchtime flow 

 

¶ Chair yoga: gentle seated and standing 

exercises. Ideal for regaining strength, 

balance and flexibility slowly or if you have 

not exercised for a while.  

¶ Lunchtime slow flow: Ideal for beginners, 

those who have not practised for a while or 

prefer a slower practice. 

¶ Where: Benson Youth Hall OX10 6LX 

¶ Class length: 45 mins 

¶ When: Thursdays: Chair yoga 12 noon    

    Lunchtime slow flow 1pm 

 Cost Ã20 for 4-week course 

For details of next course start date and 

to book please contact Liza on 

lizahealthiergenerations@yahoo.com 

Liza is a registered yoga teacher. 

mailto:office.3200@crowmarsh-gifford.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:homelibraryservice@oxfordshire.gov.uk
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/homelibraryservice
mailto:lizahealthiergenerations@yahoo.com
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D.S. HUTTON  

FLOORING 
CARPETS & VINYLS  
SUPPLIED & FITTED 

HOME ESTIMATES 
Mobile: 07840 678145 

Home: 01865 299107 

Email: david.hutton18@talktalk.net 

4 Shuttleworth Close, OX10 8FS 

mailto:david.hutton18@talktalk.net
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Corn Exchange listings 
Films start at 7:30pm unless stated otherwise. 

Please note that we will start on time and that 

latecomers will only be allowed in after the 

start of the film if there is no disruption, so we 

may have to reseat some latecomers.  

For Live Screenings, we reserve the right to 

seat latecomers in the Curtis Room, where 

there is a large screen relay. The bar and 

auditorium will open from 7pm so thereôs 

plenty of time to collect drinks beforehand. 

Because of significant increases in our energy 

costs, the Corn Exchange is having to raise 

the cinema price for adults to Ã10 for all 

showings from 1st October, but under-15s 

prices will remain at Ã5. Prices for live 

screenings will also rise to Ã18 (adults), Ã15 

(over 60s), Ã10 (under 18s) for showings from 

that date. 

We are bringing back matinee performances in 

October, initially on Wednesday and Saturday 

afternoons at 2:30pm. Please look at the 

website for updates. This is for an interim 

period but will continue if there is sufficient 

demand. Tickets are Ã10 for Adults and Ã5 for 

under-15s unless otherwise stated. 

Cinema 

Sunday 2nd to Monday 4th October, 7:30pm
 The Forgiven (18) 

Friday 7th to Sunday, 9th October  7:30pm  
and Saturday 8th October at 2:30pm  
 See How they Run (12A) 

Monday 10th to Thursday 13th October 
7:30pm and Wednesday 12th October, 2:30pm 
 Mrs. Harris goes to Paris (PG) 

Friday 14th to Sunday 16th October, 7:30pm

 Ticket to Paradise 

Live screenings 

Wednesday 5th October, 7:15pm 

The Royal Ballet: Mayerling, live from Covent 

Garden 

Inspired by dark and gripping real-life events, 

this Royal Ballet classic depicts the sexual and 

morbid obsessions of Crown Prince Rudolf 

leading to the murder-suicide scandal with his 

mistress Mary Vetsera. Kenneth Macmillanôs 

1978 ballet, set to music by Franz Liszt, is a 

masterpiece of storytelling. This revival marks 

30 years since the choreographerôs death. 

Tickets: Ã18 (adults), Ã15 (senior citizens), Ã10 

(under 18s) 

Thursday, 6th October, 7pm  Jack Absolute 

Flies Again, recorded at the National Theatre. 

This rollicking new comedy by Richard Bean 

and Oliver Chris is based on Sheridanôs The 

Rivals. After an aerial dog fight, Pilot Officer 

Jack Absolute flies home to win the heart of his 

old flame, Lydia Languish. Back on British soil, 

Jackôs advances soon turn to anarchy when 

the young heiress demands to be loved on her 

own, very particular, terms. 

The cast includes Caroline Quentin, Laurie 

Davidson, Natalie Simpson and Kelvin 

Fletcher. 

Tickets: Ã18 (adults), Ã15 (senior citizens), 

Ã12.50 (under 18s) 

Wednesday, 12th October, 6:45    The Royal 

Opera: Aida, live from Covent Garden 

A co-production with Lyric Opera of Chicago. 

Sung in Italian with English subtitles. Princess 

Aida has been kidnapped: a valuable prize in a 

war between Egypt and Ethiopia. Meanwhile, 

the ambitious soldier Radames wrestles with 

his feelings for her. As they draw closer 

together, each must make an agonizing choice 

between their loyalty to home and their love for 

each other.  

In this new production, director Robert Carsen 

situates Verdiôs large-scale political drama 

within a contemporary world, framing its power 

struggles and toxic jealousies in the apparatus 

of a modern totalitarian state. Royal Opera 

Music Director Antonio Pappano conducts 

Verdiôs glorious, monumental score. 

Tickets: Ã18 (adults), Ã15 (senior citizens), Ã10 

(under 18s) 

Coming soon 
 
Thursday, 3rd November, 7pm NT Live: 
Chekhovôs The Seagull, recorded at the 
Harold Pinter theatre, London 

Wednesday, 16th November, 7:15pm 
The Royal Ballet: A Diamond Celebration, 
live from Covent Garden 

Thursday, 8th December, 7:15pm    The Royal 
Ballet: Tchaikovskyôs The Nutcracker, live 
from Covent Garden. 
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